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AGENDA
I. Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

II. Deficit Reduction Act Update
III. Waiver Participant Experience Survey 
IV. Primary Adult Care Program Update

V. Committee Discussion and Work Plan     

VI. Report from Other HealthChoice Committees


Ms. Doyle for the ASO Advisory Committee


*     Ms. Williams for the Special Needs Children Advisory Council
  

 VII. 
Public Comments   

VIII.
Adjournment
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

June 22, 2006
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Ms. Ann Rasenberger, interim chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:15 p.m.  The Committee approved the May 25, 2006 minutes as written.  Ms. Linda Dietsch attended the meeting as Cynthia Demarest’s representative and Mr. Floyd Hartley attended in John Sorensen’s absence.
Report from the Secretary
Mr. S. Anthony McCann, Secretary, Department of Health and Mental, informed the Committee that the Department is trying to get direction from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) on the new requirements for documentation of immigrants.  The first public meeting on the new rules is scheduled to be held on June 28, 2006 at Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring.  The Department is trying to find a way to implement this piece of legislation without denial or delay in care.  Requirements for this new rule will not be clear by the July 1, 2006 implementation date.  
Update on Home and Community-Based Services Waivers

Ms. Jill Spector from the Office of Health Services and Ms. Angela Rapp Kennedy, Assistant Director from the Developmental Disabilities Administration gave the Committee an overview of Maryland’s Home and Community-Based Services Waivers (See attachment #1).  The Department has developed a course on Home and Community-Based Waivers for nursing home social workers and case managers that was offered twice last year in an effort to transition people from the nursing home into the community.
Each waiver will be conducting focus groups.  The Committee asked for the breakdown of participants in the Older Adults waiver by age and disability.  The Committee will also receive a quarterly data report on the various waivers.  There will be a report on the Participant Experience Survey (PES) given at next months meeting.
Committee members requested information on the status of clients referred to the Older Adults waiver similar to the information provided under Options Counseling for the Living at Home waiver.

Deficit Reduction Act – Citizenship

Mr. Charles Lehman and Ms. Lisa Kulishek of the Office of Operations, Eligibility and Pharmacy, gave an overview of the new citizenship and identity rules under the Deficit Reduction Act that will go into effect on July 1, 2006 (See attachment #2).  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services issued a 14 page letter to state Medicaid Directors on June 9, 2006.  Although the Department had been looking at this issue since February 8, 2006, the Department was not certain how the new requirement would be enforced until the CMS letter arrived.
The CMS letter suggests that current recipients must be given a reasonable amount of time to provide their documents, but that same reasonable amount of time does not apply to new applicants.  The Department will be giving all individuals current and new this reasonable amount of time.  The Department is currently seeking written clarification from CMS on several issues.
The Department is currently conducting a match of all current recipients with the Maryland Office of Vital Records.  This will not catch those individuals not born in Maryland, but will narrow the number of individuals who must produce documentation.  The Department is doing the same with the Social Security Administration.  We have not yet been allowed to exclude the Title IV-E children or Medicare recipient beneficiaries.  If the Department can use its own records of birth or match with Vital Records for our Maryland Children’s Health Program (MCHP) children, that would suffice as proof of citizenship and the 604 Form that the Department of Human Resources (DHR) receives from a child’s school can be used to prove identity.  If the Department is allowed to exclude all of the people for whom we can match, including the dual eligible and SSI recipients, that would take at least one half of the Medicaid population off of the table and the Department can put more emphasis on helping the other people who cannot locate the necessary documentation.
The Department participated in a conference call with CMS sponsored by APHSA to gain further insight to the new rules and APHSA is putting together a letter to CMS outlining various states’ requests and asking that these requests be taken into consideration.    

The Department has been talking with public health about what resources the Department can provide or where to direct individuals to on an emergency basis when some one needs care and we are unable to provide it temporarily or clinically.  
The Department will draft affidavit forms which will be reviewed by the Office of the Attorney General.  Once approved the Department of Social Services (DSS) and the local health departments (LHDs) will have these forms readily available for distribution.  These forms will also be on the Department’s website.  
The Department is asking CMS to consider the treatment of government issued identification cards to verify proof of identity.  The Department also has concerns with the requirement that the Department have on file the individual’s original driver’s license or a certified copy of their license.  If there is no face-to-face interview required and documents are provided by mail, most people will not mail their original drivers licenses.
Committee members expressed concern that nursing homes will not be able to take admissions from hospitals because the individual does not have the proper documents establishing citizenship and identity.  The Committee further expressed concerns with public forums being presented starting next week, and local health departments are unclear as to what to do and how to respond to consumers questions.  The Committee asked if the Department would consider following California who said it would not change anything with the July 1, 2006 implementation.  It is unclear if California has decided differently since the 14 page letter has been distributed to state Medicaid Directors.  No extension has been granted for program implementation from CMS to date.  Departmental staff has been setting up training sessions with all DSSs and LHDs and providing them with instructions to the degree that the Department can.   
Although many issues remain unclear, once CMS develops its implementation strategy, the Department may be able to obtain more discretion and/or authority.
If individuals transitioning towards citizenship are currently on the Medicaid roles but cannot provide proof of citizenship or qualified alien status at the time of re-determination, they will not be able to remain on the roles.  

The DHR has another problem.  Eligibility for some welfare programs confers categorical eligibility also for Medicaid.  If citizenship and identity cannot be documented then DHR cannot confer categorical Medicaid eligibility for those families even if they are otherwise financially and technically eligible.  
The Committee recommended the Department increase its hotlines as they did to provide  assistance in the final days of enrollment of Medicare Part D because applicants and recipients will be calling with questions regarding this requirement.
Information and updates regarding the implementation of this new legislation will be posted on the Department’s web site under “Hot Issues.”
Other Committee Business
Due to time constraints, the Committee will defer its discussion and work plan agenda item until next month.
Committee members requested that the Department provide information on the Maryland Cares legislation that provided money for the development and advertisement of a hotline for formularies and barriers to getting medicines under Medicare Part D.  
Information was provided to the Committee on the operations of the Pennsylvania and Ohio’s Medicaid Advisory committees.

Report from Standing HealthChoice Committees
The Intra-System Quality Council discussed the fact that mental health providers will be receiving a cost of living adjustment on July 1, 2006 for the first time in many years.  The regulations are currently being reviewed by the AELR.  
The Mental Hygiene Administration is introducing an outcome measurement system for outpatient mental health clinics that will require providers to report on various outcomes.  Providers who operate within specific parameters will not have to go through as many  authorization hoops. 
There was no Special Needs Children Advisory Council report given this month. 
Public Comments

Ms. Monica Kirkpatrick, the parent of a special needs child who is enrolled in the model waiver program, asked for guidance regarding what the next step would be for her child.  Eligibility staff will speak with Ms. Kirkpatrick directly.
Ms. Gayle Hafner of Maryland Disabilities Law Center indicated that it was the anniversary of the Olmstead case and indicated there has been some progress but it has not quite accomplished what it was intended to do.
Adjournment

Ms. Rasenberger adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m.







Respectfully Submitted








Carrol Barnes  
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