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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 

State Health Secretary Appoints New Chair and Members to  
Statewide Advisory Commission on Immunizations 

 
Group to focus on immunization schedules, availability, affordability, equitable 

distribution and improved access to vaccines 
 
BALTIMORE, MD (December 9, 2010) - Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
Secretary, John M. Colmers, recently announced new appointments and terms to the Maryland 
Statewide Advisory Commission on Immunizations (MSACI).   The 16-member Commission is 
chaired by Dr. Jacqueline Douge’, who also serves as Deputy Health Officer for the Frederick 
County Department of Health.     
 
“It was my pleasure to designate new members to the Commission and my honor to have Dr. 
Douge’ lead this very important group,” said DHMH Secretary John M. Colmers. “I look 
forward to their recommendations to ensure Marylanders have easy and affordable access to live-
saving vaccines.” 
 
The SACI was established in 2002 and charged with advisory responsibilities regarding vaccine 
availability, purchasing, distribution and related issues.  In April, 2010, Governor O'Malley 
signed into law a bill to make the Commission permanent and to broaden its membership.  
 
“This permanent designation allows the Commission to follow through on its work to support 
and guide communities in determining their vaccine resources and increase immunization rates 
among adults and children,” said Frances Phillips, DHMH Deputy Secretary for Public Health 
services.  
 
                   The other 15 members of the Commission are:               
 
                              David Blythe, MD - DHMH - State Epidemiologist 
                              Susan Chaitovitz, M.D. - MD Chapter of the AAP 
                              Jeffrey Kaplan, M.D. - MedChi 
                              Sara Vazer, M.D. - Maryland Academy of Family Physicians 
                              Julie Ake, M.D. MD Chapter of the American College of Physicians 
                              Deena Speights-Napata - DHMH - VFC Program 



                              Kathleen Becker, DNP, CRNP - Nurse Practitioner Association of MD 
                              Crossan O'Donovan, M.D. - MD Childhood Immunization Partnership 
                              Jim Rice, M.D. - MD Chapter of the AAP 
                              Gregory Branch, M.D. - Health Officer 
                              Tiffany Tate, MHS - Maryland Partnership for Prevention 
                              Donna Mazyck - MD State Department of Education 
                              Charles Fleming - Consumer 
                              Jennifer Thomas - Pharmacist 
                              Charles Medani, M.D. - Health Insurance Industry 
 
The Commission is scheduled to meet quarterly beginning in 2011. For more information about 
the Commission, please email erica.denner@immunizemaryland.org. 
 


