MARCH IS COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
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     Talbot County Health Department Goes Blue to Knock out Colon Cancer 
According to the Maryland Cancer Registry there were 2,289 new cases of cancer of the colon or rectum reported among Maryland residents in 2010. A total of 896 persons died of colorectal cancer in 2010 in Maryland.

Talbot County had a total of 19 reported cases of Colorectal Cancer in 2010 and 11 deaths from colorectal cancer. This is one of the reasons why the Talbot County Health Department will be encouraging employees/residents throughout the county to help promote awareness of Colon Cancer, a disease that can be prevented through screening. The event will take place in conjunction with the Colon Cancer Alliance’s National Dress in Blue Day commemorating 
March as Colon Cancer Awareness Month.
“We wanted to make a difference in the lives of our employees, their families/friends and residents. Our Dress in Blue Day event encourages individuals to talk to loved ones about colon cancer and the importance of being screened. By creating more awareness around this disease, we will save lives” said Manjula Paul, the County Health Officer. “It’s important that we do our part by helping the Colon Cancer Alliance create a future free of colon cancer.” 
The Talbot County Health Department offers FREE colorectal cancer screening for eligible residents. During the last five years, the program provided 189 free clinical screenings.   
 National Dress in Blue Day is held on the first Friday in March, this year on March 6th in communities and offices throughout the nation. The Colon Cancer Alliance first launched the Dress in Blue Day program in 2009 to bring nationwide attention to colon cancer and to celebrate the courage of those affected by this disease. Today, individuals, businesses and community groups across the country participate by wearing blue and urging others to do the same. Blue is the nationally recognized color for colon cancer. By “getting blued,” we hope to raise public awareness and save lives.

Screening Saves Lives and let’s show our support
For more information, visit www.dressinblueday.org.

Questions?
For more information and service eligibility, please contact  
Talbot County Health Department Colorectal Program Nurse Laura Frase at 410-819-5600, ext .5685
We Want To Encourage �National Dress In Blue Day �And Ask That All Who Participate Take A Photo Of Your Staff, Organization Or A Selfie And Submit To �HYPERLINK "mailto:brendao.gaines@maryland.gov"�brendao.gaines@maryland.gov� 











