PHARMACY TECHNICIAN REGISTRATION PROCESS 

(Updated June 27, 2008)
Eligible pharmacy technician candidates are encouraged to register with the Board as soon as possible.  However, in recognition of the fact that some candidates are awaiting Board approval of training programs and examinations, and to accommodate the large volume of applications required to be processed with the start of this new initiative, the Board has extended the period for when pharmacy technician personnel will be required to registered with the Board.  Specifically:

· All candidates for technician registration and students seeking exemption from registration requirements must be registered by February 28, 2009 in order to continue working in a pharmacy area.  
· If after February 28, 2009, non-pharmacist personnel working behind the counter in the pharmacy area can document that they are enrolled in Board-approved training programs, they may continue to work without registering with the Board until the training program is completed.  
· Board approved training programs are not to exceed six months.  
Final Regulations for the Pharmacy Technician Registration were adopted January 28, 2008.  Pharmacy technician candidates and pharmacy students may obtain applications from the Board’s website at:  www.mdbop.org/license/tech/index.htm .  Criminal Background Check forms can not be downloaded from the website.  The Code of Maryland Regulations, COMAR 10.34.34 defines the duties of the pharmacy technicians as well as the duties of the permit holders.  
*TRAINING PROGRAM AND 

EXAMINATION APPROVAL PROCESS
Training and examination programs requiring Board approval shall submit an application provided by the Board that includes the course outline, examination information, and any other information requested by the form.  Training programs that are preparing individuals to take a national examination approved by a board-recognized national accrediting body do not need board approval.
Pharmacy technician training programs may be offered by pharmacy employers; nationally recognized pharmacy technician training programs; accredited educational institutions’ pharmacy technician programs; pharmacy technician programs approved by the Maryland State Department of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission; and Pharmacy technician training programs offered by the U.S. Armed Forces. 
The Board will approve pharmacy technician programs offered by the U.S. Armed Forces.  National pharmacy technician certification programs must have been accredited by a Board recognized national accrediting body.  Currently the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) is the only Board recognized national accrediting body.  PTCB and ExCPT are currently the only programs accredited by NCCA. 

Pharmacy technician training programs offered by pharmacy employers, accredited educational institutions’, the Maryland State Department of Education and also programs approved by the Maryland Higher Education Commission must be approved by the Board.  Board approved training programs may not be longer than 6 months and must include 160 hours of work experience.  Any changes in course content shall require notification and approval from the Board.   The Board may withdraw approval of a program if the Board finds that the program is in violation of regulatory requirements.   

The Board will approve examinations conducted by pharmacy employers, accredited educational institutions’, Maryland State Department of Education and pharmacy technician training programs approved by the Maryland Higher Education Commission if they include content criteria set forth in the Registration of Pharmacy Technician Regulations (10.34.34.01-11), contain a minimum of 100 multiple choice questions, and contain a sufficient additional questions so that the examination questions may be rotated twice a year, and a passing score of 75 percent or higher. 

