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The regular session of the Board of Examiners in Optometry’s meeting was held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015. Board 
members present were, Jo Anne Brilliant, O.D., Andrew Doyle, O.D., Stephen Kwan, O.D., Phyllis Strickland, O.D., 
Frederick J. Walsh, Ph.D. and Brian T. Woolf, O.D. Also present were Ari Elbaum, Board Counsel, Patricia G. Bennett, 
Executive Director, and Kecia Dunham, Administrative Specialist. Kisha Fields Matthews was not present. 
 
A. Opening of Meeting 

Dr. Jo Anne Brilliant, O.D., Board President, opened the regular session of the Board meeting at 9:35 a.m.  Dr. 
Brilliant welcomed Jennifer Levy and Gala McCray from the MOA. 
 

B. Minutes  
The regular session minutes of the meeting held on January 28, 201 were reviewed with the following 
corrections made; Under Committee Reports, # 2 “Credentialing” the sentence is to read, “It was reported that 
there were no issues. A motion was made by Dr. Strickland and seconded by Dr. Kwan to accept the minutes as 
corrected. The Board’s vote was unanimous. 
 

C. Committee Reports 
1. Continuing Education - Dr. Woolf 
 Dr. Woolf reported that the Board received a question from ARBO asking if Maryland accepts medical CE from 
optometrists to meet their CE requirement. Yes, the Board accepts medical CE to fulfill their CE requirements 
with a maximum in certain categories. All medical CE must be directly field related. 
2. Credentialing- Dr. Kwan 

   It was reported for Dr. Kwan that there were no issues that needed resolution. 
 
 3. QEI Committee– Dr. Brilliant  

Dr. Brilliant reported that there was no current information to provide.  
 
4. Rehabilitation- Dr. Doyle 

 Dr. Doyle reported that there were no incidents or issues involving licensees requiring rehabilitation.  
 

5. Budget – Dr. Strickland 
Dr. Strickland reported that the Special Fund Balance as of March 6, 2015 is $197,885.00 and the Available 
Expenditure Balance for the remainder of FY 2015 is $77,374.00. The Board’s FY 2015 Budget is $269,931.00. 

 
6.        ARBO- Dr. Strickland  
Dr. Strickland reported that ARBO’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 21-23, 2015 at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Seattle Washington and the hot topics will be “Telemedicine and Optical Sales and Social Media”. 
 

 7. Legislation- Dr. Kwan & Kisha Fields Matthews 
Dr. Kwan stated that there was no information to furnish about relevant legislation or the upcoming legislative 
session. 
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D. Old Business 
 

Civil Fines- COMAR 10.28.13 
Ms. Bennett reported that the proposed changes to the regulation amends, under .02 Definitions, the term 
Violation to add “an act prohibited under HO Article 11-501, 502 or 504, Annotated Code of Maryland”, is 
currently going through the Department’s  regulatory process. 
 
Regulatory Review 
In accordance with the Regulatory Review and Evaluation Act, the Department is required to review any current 
regulation that has not been newly adopted or amended in the past 8 years. The Regulatory Review is broken 
down into two parts. Part one is the Work Plan which explains how the review will be done and by whom. This 
report is due no later than October 1, 2015. Part two is the Evaluation Report which is developed by the Division 
of State Documents that allows you to summarize the review and explain any recommended changes. This 
summary report is due no later than August 1, 2015. The Regulatory Committee will be: Ms. Patricia Bennett, Dr. 
Brian Woolf, Dr. Phyllis Strickland, Dr. Stephan Kwan and Dr. Frederick Walsh. 
House Bill 58 -Health Occupations- Members of Boards and Advisory Committees- Prohibition Against 
Concurrent Service.  This bill has been introduced for the purpose of prohibiting an individual from serving 
concurrently as a member of a health occupation board or a certain advisory committee and as an elected 
officer of a certain professional association.  The Health Occupation boards have accepted the Bill with 
amendments. 
House Bill 580 Health Care Disparities, Cultural Competency CE 
This bill has been introduced for the purpose of requiring health care professionals to complete continuing 
education requirements for licensure in health care disparities, cultural and linguistic competency. 
House Bill 583 Open Meeting Act- Requirements for Providing Agendas 
This bill has been introduced for the purpose of requiring a public body to provide an agenda containing certain 
information within a certain time before a certain meeting is held to the public. 
Senate Bill 526- Maryland Second Chance Act  
This bill has been introduced for the purpose of authorizing a person to petition the court to shield certain court 
records and police records relating to certain convictions at a certain time. 
 

E. Executive Director’s Report – Patricia Bennett 
 Ms. Bennett reported on the following: 
 

Board Vacancy Announcement – The MOA circulated its letter to solicit nominations for the vacancy that will be 
created when Dr. Jo Anne Brilliant’s second term expires on May 31, 2015. In addition, the Board posted 
information on its website about the vacancy. The MOA submitted the names of 3 nominees to the 
Department‘s Appointment’s Office and following interviews the names will be submitted to the Governor’s 
Appointment’s Office for the final selection. Dr. Brilliant will continue to serve until her replacement has been 
appointed. 

 
Budget Issues- The State’s budget may impact some the Board if the Governor decides to withdraw the COLA 
that the former Governor O’Malley approved effective January 1, 2015 for all state employees. Additionally, 
Boards will lose positions for staff that apply and are approved for the Governor’s Voluntary Separation 
Program. This program is targeted for state employees eligible for retirement and provides a financial incentive. 
This is a strategy to reduce the state workforce. 

 
MVA and Memo of Understanding- The MVA has been receiving data from DHMH for many years with regard 
to the professional license status of physicians, physician assistants, podiatrists, nurses and optometrists in 
order to confirm the certification on disability placard requests as well as more recently, vision certifications. As 
a result, the MVA would like to increase the frequency with which they receive this data and automate the 
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process so that it is sent without the intervention of staff. The indicated Boards have not entered into any 
agreement at this time. The IT staff will have to determine the feasibility of this project. 
 
Construction of Conference Rooms- The conference rooms on the first floor are being re-constructed to 
accommodate the needs of the Boards relative to technology, such as Wi-Fi capability, video and audio 
teleconferencing and other audio/video capabilities. The build outs should be completed by May. 
 
Board Retreat- Ms. Bennett suggested that the Board Retreat be re-scheduled for a later time perhaps in 2016 
due to the priority of the project involving the Regulatory Review process. 
 
Online Renewal- Online renewal is projected to begin in late April 2015. There are 427 licensees targeted for 
license renewal. Notices will be sent out via Constant Contact to those licensees affected. 

 
F. New Business 

  1. Licenses Issued January 28, 2015- March 12, 2015 
Dr. Brilliant reported that three (3) license had been issued during the period. A motion was made and seconded 
to accept the new licensee. The Board’s vote was unanimous. 
 
2. North Carolina Dental Board vs. FTC Decision 
 
3. Board Elections –March 2015 –  
The Board held elections for President, Secretary and Treasurer. Dr. Phyllis Strickland, President, Dr. Brian 
Woolf, Secretary and Dr. Stephen Kwan, Treasurer, were all elected to their offices. Committee Assignments are 
as follows:  Continuing Education- Dr.  Brian Woolf 
  QEI Committee Chair- Dr. Andrew Doyle  

Credentialing- Dr. Stephen Kwan 
Rehabilitation- Dr. Andrew Doyle 
Budget- Dr. Stephen Kwan 
ARBO- Dr. Phyllis Strickland 
Legislation- Dr. Frederick Walsh 

   
 
Dr. Brilliant closed the regular session at 10:48 a.m. to move into administrative session in order to comply with 
specific constitutional, statutory or judicially imposed requirements that prevent public disclosure about a 
particular proceeding or matter and to discuss the investigation of complaints against specific licensees. Dr. 
Woolf seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 
       Respectfully submitted,  
 
  

Kecia Dunham 
Board Secretary     
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