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The regular session of the Board of Examiners in Optometry’s meeting was held on Wednesday, January 28, 2015. Board 
members present were, Jo Anne Brilliant, O.D., Andrew Doyle, O.D., Kisha Fields Matthews, Phyllis Strickland, O.D., 
Frederick J. Walsh, Ph.D. and Brian T. Woolf, O.D. Also present were Ari Elbaum, Board Counsel, Patricia G. Bennett, 
Executive Director, and Kecia Dunham, Administrative Specialist. Stephen Kwan, O.D. was not present. 
 
A. Opening of Meeting 

Dr. Jo Anne Brilliant, O.D., Board President, opened the regular session of the Board meeting at 9:35 a.m.  Dr. 
Brilliant welcomed Jennifer Levy and Gala McCray from the MOA. 
 

B. Minutes  
The regular session minutes of the meeting held on December 3, 2014 were reviewed with the following 
corrections made; in the opening paragraph remove” Phyllis Strickland, O.D.” from “member present”. Under 
Committee Reports, # 2 “Credentialing” the sentence is to read, “Dr. Kwan reported that there were no issues”; 
#7 “Board Centennial”  the first bullet point sentence will read “which gave the Board authority to issue Cease 
and Desist orders”; the third bullet point sentence will read “The Board Citation received  from the Governor has 
been hung in the Board Office”; the fifth bullet point sentence will read “ She presented a plaque to Dr. Brilliant 
as the recipient  of  the Melvin  Waxman Award”. Under Letter E, Partial Waiver of Exam, the sentence ends with 
the passing of… Part III. On Page 3, the first sentence of the closing paragraph will read Dr. Brilliant closed the 
regular session.”  A motion was made by Dr. Walsh and seconded by Dr. Strickland to accept the minutes as 
corrected. The Board’s vote was unanimous. 
 

C. Committee Reports 
1. Continuing Education - Dr. Woolf 
 Dr. Woolf reported that there was no current information to provide. 

  
2. Credentialing- Dr. Kwan 

   It was  reported that there were no issues. 
 
 3. QEI Committee– Dr. Brilliant  

Dr. Brilliant reported that there was no current information to provide.  
 
4. Rehabilitation- Dr. Doyle 

 Dr. Doyle reported that there were no incidents or issues involving licensees requiring rehabilitation.  
 

5. Budget – Dr. Strickland 
Dr. Strickland reported that the Special Fund Balance as of January 12, 2015 is $195,739.00 and the Available 
Expenditure Balance for the remainder of FY 2015 is $112,268.00. The Board’s FY 2015 Budget is $269,931.00. 

 
6.        ARBO- Dr. Strickland  
Dr. Strickland reported that ARBO’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 21-23, 2015 at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Seattle Washington. 
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 7. Legislation- Dr. Kwan & Kisha Fields Matthews 

Kisha Fields Matthews stated that there was no information to furnish about relevant legislation or the 
upcoming legislative session. 

D. Old Business 
 

Civil Fines- COMAR 10.28.13 
The proposed changes to the regulation amends, under .02 Definitions, the term Violation to add “an act 
prohibited under HO Article 11-501, 502 or 504, Annotated Code of Maryland”. A motion was made by Dr. 
Woolf and seconded by Dr. Walsh to accept the proposed changes. The Board’s vote was unanimous.  
 
House Bill 58 -Health Occupations- Members of Boards and Advisory Committees- Prohibition Against 
Concurrent Service.  This bill has been introduced for the purpose of prohibiting an individual from serving 
concurrently as a member of a health occupation board or a certain advisory committee and as an elected 
officer of a certain professional association.  
 

E. Executive Director’s Report – Patricia Bennett 
 Ms. Bennett reported on the following: 
 
 In Focus Annual Newsletter -The newsletter will be emailed to licensees via Constant Contact in early February 
 2015. The draft will be sent to Board members for review and edits prior to dissemination. 
 
 Financial Disclosure - Board members were advised that the forms must be completed online prior to the 
 deadline. 
 
 Upcoming Board Vacancy - Dr. Brilliant’s second term will expire in May 2015. The MOA will send 
 announcements to licensees about the vacancy and the Board will post a notice on its website. 
 
 Board Elections –March 2015 – At the March meeting, Board members will nominate and vote for officers: 
 President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
F. New Business 

  1. Licenses Issued December 28, 2014- January 25, 2015 
Dr. Brilliant reported that one (1) license had been issued during the period. Dr. Woolf moved and Kisha Fields 
Matthews seconded the motion to accept the new licensee. The Board’s vote was unanimous. 
 
2. ARBO Query/Mobile/Portable Optometric Facilities 
 
The Board discussed the issue, however, it has authority only over licensed optometrists and it does not    
regulate mobile/portable optometric facilities.  
 
Dr. Brilliant closed the regular session at 10:08 a.m. to move into administrative session in order to comply with 
specific constitutional, statutory or judicially imposed requirements that prevent public disclosure about a 
particular proceeding or matter and to discuss the investigation of complaints against specific licensees. Dr. 
Woolf seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   

 
       Respectfully submitted,  
 
  

 
Kisha Fields Matthews 
Board Secretary     
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