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As a part time volunteer with a charitable organization we are confronted daily with very poor people who 
are discharged from a provider with very expensive written prescriptions. The charitable organizations are 
only able to partially help. The prescriptions are generally brand name and very expensive.  
  
First  
Especially for those poor in the hospital on uncompensated care, as they are discharged, why not have a 
program to have the provider: 

1. See if the person is going to be able to afford the preferred medications being prescribed (out of 
pocket or insurance)  

2. If not then, access a database of so-called $4 (or free) medications to see if any of them would be 
nearly medically (not chemically) equivalent.  

 I am very familiar with the prescription assistance programs. If a person does not already have these, the 
wait times are too long to fill the immediate need. 
  
Second, 
  
A program to place more emphasis on physical activity/therapy for those in the hospital, as there medical 
condition permits - as you are well aware, just a few days in bed, in and by itself, can add to the 
debilitation of a person. 
  
Do not know if these fit your criteria but these are a few "needs" that I see. 
Thank you for your time. 
  
Tom Werner 
Education and Communications Group of the Council 
  
  
  
  
  
 


