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Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities Hosts  
Seventh Annual Health Disparities Conference 

 
 Maryland’s Seventh Annual Statewide Minority Health Disparities Conference took place 
on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
(DHMH) in Baltimore.  The conference was sponsored by the DHMH Office of Minority Health 
and Health Disparities and co-sponsored by the DHMH Office of Communications.  
Approximately 420 individuals took part in the conference, representing a wide range of public, 
private, community, academic, and faith based organizations, as well as local, state, and federal 
governments.  The title and theme of the conference was The Maryland Health Disparities 
Bazaar:  A Unique Event to Promote the Exchange of Health Marketing Strategies.  Discussions 
focused on areas of health communications, social marketing, community outreach, and other 
health promotion initiatives addressing health disparities. In addition, there was a focus on topics 
related to the H1N1 flu and vaccination, and other immunizations.  
 
 The conference commenced with an opening by the administrator of the Maryland 
Commission on Indian Affairs, Mr. Keith Colston, with guest performers, Native America’s 
People (NAP), and remarks from Delegate Joseline A. Pena-Melnyk, DHMH Secretary, John 
Colmers, and MHHD Director, Dr. Carlessia Hussein.  The keynote address was provided by 
DHMH Deputy Secretary for Public Health, Ms. Frances Phillips. 
 
 Mr. Michael Golden of the Maryland State Retirement and Pension System moderated an 
interactive session on working with the media that included Lt. Col. (ret.) Quentin Banks, Jr. of 
the Maryland Military Department, Ms. Elin Jones of the Anne Arundel County Health 
Department, and Ms. Monique Lyle, of the Baltimore County Health Department. 
 
 Delegate Shirley Nathan-Pulliam moderated a roundtable discussion on health reform and 
minority communities that included Ms. Fredette West of the African American Health Alliance, 
Mr. Russell Davis of the Summit Health Institute for Research and Education (SHIRE), Ms. 
Joyce Hunter of Vulcan Enterprises, LLC, Ms. Tracee Bryant of the Black Mental Health 
Alliance, and Ms. Renee Cohen representing Maryland’s Senator Ben Cardin.. 
 
 Mr. Todd Scott and Mr. Dan Wiznitzer of Himmelrich PR conducted an interactive session 
that provided an introduction to social media.  Dr. Bonnie Braun of the University of Maryland 
College Park held a health literacy training. 
 
 Nineteen organizations hosted tabletop discussions - brief interactive presentations that 
highlighted marketing and outreach strategies used within various health programs focusing on 
minority health issues. 
 
 Select conference presentations and handout materials will be available on the MHHD 
Website, www.dhmh.state.md.us/hd. 


