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MARYLAND COMMUNITY HEALTH RESOURCES COMMISSION AWARDS GRANT 
TO WEST CECIL HEALTH CENTER FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

(Annapolis, MD)—The Maryland Community Health Resources Commission (CHRC) announced its grant awards for the current fiscal year that began on July 1, 2010.  The 14 grant awards, totaling $1.3 million in state funds, are designed to expand access to primary care in underserved areas; help reduce infant mortality; increase access to dental care for low-income children; and promote access to behavioral health treatment services.  The grant programs are projected to help provide access to health care for more than 75,000 Marylanders in all regions of the state (see attached list).  In addition to these 14 awards, the CHRC has issued 64 grants over the last four years, totaling $20.5 million, and these grants have provided health care services to more than 60,000 low-income Marylanders, resulting in more than 200,000 patient visits.  
West Cecil Health Center, a federally qualified health center, has received a $250,000 grant from the Commission to provide behavioral health services in the community.  The three-year grant will facilitate an ongoing partnership among West Cecil, Union Hospital, and the Cecil County Health Department to reduce non-emergent visits to the hospital ED, and is projected to serve approximately 800 residents.  This is the second grant that West Cecil has received from the Commission, as West Cecil also received a health information technology grant from the CHRC in 2008 to install electronic patient medical records.  
“We are very fortunate that West Cecil has received this health care grant from the Commission,” commented Delegate David D. Rudolph (Cecil County).  “This grant will help expand access to mental health services in our community and help reduce unnecessary visits to the Union Hospital emergency department.”  Delegate Rudolph, when he served on the Health & Government Operations Committee, helped draft the legislation in 2005 that created the CHRC and he has championed health care issues in the Maryland House of Delegates for many years.

“We are very grateful for the Commission’s support of West Cecil,” commented Delegate Mary-Dulany James (Cecil & Harford Counties). “This grant is a valuable investment of state resources to support health care in our community.”  Delegate James currently serves as Chairman of the House Appropriations Health & Human Resources Subcommittee in the Maryland House of Delegates, and she is widely recognized as an expert in the state’s budget and health care issues in Maryland.
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“The Commission is dedicated to addressing the most pressing health care needs in Maryland,” commented John A. Hurson, Chairman, Maryland Community Health Resources Commission. “This grant to West Cecil will expand access to health care and help drive down runaway health care costs for all of us.”  The mission of the CHRC is to expand capacity in Maryland’s health care infrastructure by awarding grants to federally qualified health centers (FQHCs) and other safety net providers and reduce non-emergent visits to hospital emergency departments.  The $20.5 million awarded by the CHRC has enabled its grantees to leverage approximately $4.8 million in additional federal and private/non-profit resources.   

“West Cecil Health Center is very excited to be chosen to receive this grant from the Commission,” commented Mr. Mark Rajkowski, Executive Director, West Cecil Health Center, Inc. “The grant will enable us to expand our array of health care services to include behavioral health and continue to meet the needs of the community.”
The grants issued by the CHRC for the coming year are designed to address four critical areas:

Reducing infant mortality- 3 awards totaling $517,000;

Expanding access to dental care- 4 awards totaling $490,000;

Increasing access to behavioral health/drug treatment- 5 awards totaling $500,000; and

Expanding access to primary health care services- 3 awards totaling $475,000.
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