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MARYLAND COMMUNITY HEALTH RESOURCES COMMISSION PARTNERS WITH DHMH, CAREFIRST TO CONTINUE PERINATAL SUBSTANCE USE INTERVENTION PROGRAM IN ALLEGANY COUNTY
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For the past three years, the Allegany County Health Department’s Perinatal Substance Use Intervention Program has worked to actively combat infant substance exposure-related developmental problems and mortality by providing education and service referrals for at-risk women and infants in Allegany County.  This crucial public health program, which was funded through the Local Management Board, was in jeopardy of being discontinued when funding ran out at the end of the fiscal year in June 2010.  However, thanks to a major multi-year grant award from the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission (CHRC), in partnership with the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) and CareFirst, the program will continue for an additional three years.  
 
On Tuesday at a joint press conference held at the Allegany County Health Department Willowbrook Office Complex, it was announced that the CHRC had awarded the ACHD a three-year grant totaling $127,500.  This amount was matched by DHMH, and an additional one-time grant of $20,000 was awarded for the program by CareFirst.  The funds will be used to promote healthy birth outcomes for pregnant women who use drugs or alcohol during pregnancy and to provide case management for those postpartum women and their substance-exposed newborns.  
 
 “We are very grateful to receive this support to expand and enhance our services,” stated Dr. Sue Raver, Health Officer for the Allegany County Health Department.  “This grant is an excellent example of local, state and private resources coming together in partnership to address an important area of need in our communities and improve outcomes for at-risk women in Allegany County.”    
 
“The Community Health Resource Commission is dedicated to addressing the most pressing health care needs in the community,” commented John A. Hurson, Chairman, Maryland Community Health Resources Commission.  “We are delighted to partner with DHMH and CareFirst to support this very important program.” 
 
In addition to the award to Allegany County, the CHRC has awarded nine grants throughout the state over the past two years – totaling more than $2 million – to address infant mortality in Maryland.  These grants have provided access to comprehensive women’s health services for more than 1,100 underserved or at-risk women and provided more than 4,700 professional encounters, in programs designed to improve birth outcomes and infant healt
 
The grant awarded to Allegany County is one of 14 grants awarded by the CHRC this year, totaling $1.3 million, and these 14 grants are projected to serve an estimated 76,000 Marylanders.  Over the last five years, the $21.8 million provided by the CHRC has enabled its grantees to leverage approximately $4.8 million in additional federal and private/non-profit resources.  All of the grant awards are designed to support specific public health priorities articulated by the Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene (DHMH): (1) reduce infant mortality; (2) expand access to dental care; (3) promote integrated behavioral health services; and (4) expand primary care access. 
 
“There’s an alarming disparity in infant mortality among mothers who have access to care, compared with those who do not,” said Maria Harris Tildon, CareFirst Senior Vice President of Public Policy and CHRC Commissioner. “CareFirst is pleased to support the state’s effort in providing access to comprehensive health services for severely underserved communities in Allegany County.”
 
The ACHD program provides care coordination by a registered nurse and links participants to individualized services.  Pregnant and postpartum women receive information on (and are connected, as needed, with) addictions and family planning services.  Substance exposed newborns and infants are evaluated for signs/symptoms of developmental delay and other related health issues.  Depending upon findings, newborns and infants may be referred to the Infants and Toddlers Program for therapeutic services or may continue to be periodically monitored for signs of late onset developmental delay related to substance exposure.
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