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MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES APPROVES LEGISLATION DIRECTING COMMUNITY HEALTH RESOURCES COMMISISON TO ASSIST SAFETY NET PROVIDERS AS MARYLAND IMPLEMENTS HEALTH REFORM 


(Annapolis, MD)—The Maryland House of Delegates today approved legislation (HB 450) sponsored by Delegate James W. Hubbard, Assistant Majority Leader/Chairman, HGO Public Health & Long Term Care Subcommittee, that would boost the state’s ongoing efforts to implement health reform.  HB 450 now moves to the State Senate, where the bill is very likely to gain approval, as the Senate considered and approved earlier this week similar legislation (SB 514) sponsored by Senator “Mac” Middleton.  The legislation responds to several final recommendations issued by the Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council (HCRCC), which found that Maryland’s safety net providers will play a vital role in ongoing efforts to expand access for special populations as the state implements health reform.  The legislation will help build capacity in the state’s primary care infrastructure as hundreds of thousands of Marylanders gain access to health insurance over the next few years.    

“I am pleased to introduce and support legislation that builds upon the efforts of the Governor’s Health Care Reform Coordinating Council,” commented Delegate Hubbard, who served on the HCRCC. “The Community Health Resources Commission will develop a plan to help safety net providers expand access and respond to health reform.”  The legislation directs the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission (CHRC) to provide support and technical assistance to safety net providers to encourage their long-term sustainability and respond to changes brought forth by health reform.  The HCRCC final report recognized that the CHRC was “capable and well positioned” to provide this assistance to safety net providers.  

“Delegate Hubbard is a true public health champion in the Maryland House of Delegates,” commented John A. Hurson, Chairman, Maryland Community Health Resources Commission. “The Commission is grateful to have Delegate Hubbard’s support.”  Over the last five years, the CHRC has awarded 78 grants, totaling $21.6 million, supporting programs in all 24 jurisdictions of the state and expanding access for more than 80,000 Marylanders.  The Commission prioritizes supporting programs that are sustainable after initial grant funds are utilized, and the $21.6 million awarded by the Commission has enabled its grantees to leverage $8.3 million in additional federal and private resources.   
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