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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Governor Ehrlich Appoints Members to New Health Commission

Community clinics seen as ‘cornerstone’ to improved access to care

BALTIMORE, MD (January 10, 2006) -- Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., has announced the appointments to a newly created Maryland Community Health Resource Commission.   The 11-member Commission was established by the Community Health Care Access and Safety Net Act of 2005.

“The Commission will improve access to health care for Marylanders,” Governor Ehrlich said.  “The support and guidance provided by the Commission will help communities develop a more integrated system of health care services using community clinics as the cornerstone to a network of care.”

Through operating and information technology grants, the Commission will seek opportunities to help community clinics provide much needed services to Marylanders who are under- or uninsured.

“These community clinics will serve a dual purpose,” said S. Anthony McCann, secretary of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  “They will improve access to care for those with little or no insurance and in doing so, take some pressure off crowded hospital emergency rooms.”


The Commission will be chaired by Samuel Lin, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., M.P.A., M.S.  Dr. Lin, who is a consultant for domestic and global health care ventures, served as Rear Admiral and Assistant Surgeon General in the United States Public Health Service as well as Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Department of Health and Human Services.  The other 10 members are:  Yvette J. Benjamin, P.A., M.P.H.; Judith L. Boyer-Patrick, M.D., M.P.H.; Alice Burton, M.H.S.; Jorge E. Calderon, M.D., M.P.H.; Kendall D. Hunter; John A. Hurson; Leon Kaplan, C.P.A., M.B.A.; Donald C. Roane, M.D.; Karla R. Roskos; and Joseph P. Ross.
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