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BALTIMORE, MD—The Maryland Community Health Resources Commission announced today that it will award grants totaling $4.6 million to 12 community health resources in the state for initiatives that will increase access to health care for under- and uninsured Marylanders. 

Fifty community health resources from across Maryland submitted applications with requests totaling $21.9 million for consideration under the Commission’s grants program entitled Aligning Community Health Resources: Improving Access to Care for Marylanders.  The twelve grants announced today are the first grants awarded by the Commission. 
Through grants, community assessments, and technical assistance, the Commission is working to increase access to care for low-income families and under- and uninsured individuals in Maryland. The Commission will help communities develop more coordinated, integrated systems of community-based care, redirect non-emergency care from hospital emergency rooms to other providers in the community, and assist individuals in establishing a medical home. The cornerstone of the Commission’s efforts will be community-based health care centers and programs, referred to in the legislation establishing the Commission as “community health resources.”

The eleven-member Commission was authorized by the Community Health Care Access and Safety Net Act of 2005, which was signed into law by Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., on May 10, 2005.

“The projects funded by the Commission will make important strides in helping families across the state who do not have health insurance establish a medical home and receive needed care,” said Dr. Samuel Lin, chair of the Commission. “Many of the projects will help redirect patients with routine illnesses presenting in the emergency room to community-based health programs. Others will promote better coordination of physical and behavioral health services.”  

The twelve community health resources receiving grant awards are:


Access Carroll, Inc.
$100,000



Access to Care Service Integration Project

Anne Arundel County Department of Health  
$450,000
The REACH Dental Program

Baltimore Medical System  
$500,000
Serving the Greater Baltimore Area’s Growing Hispanic Community


Calvert Memorial Hospital
 $500,000

Aligning Community Health Resources: Improving Access to Care for 


Marylanders in Calvert County


Chase Brexton Health Services, Inc.  
$200,000

Emergency Department Linkage to Primary Medical and Dental Care


City of Frederick/Frederick Community Action Agency  
$353,585

Expanding Access to Primary Care in Frederick County


Health Partners, Inc.
$499,606

Expanded Primary Care Services in Southern Maryland


Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center  
$485,478



Access to Wellness


Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services 
$491,854



Under One Roof: Integrating Community-Based Mental Health and 


Substance Abuse Services with Somatic Services


Tri-State Community Health Center  
$395,328



Integration Allegany


Union Memorial Hospital  
$333,720

Buprenorphine Initiative


Walnut Street Community Health Center 
$339,125

Integrated Primary Care at the Walnut Street Community Health Center

The Maryland Community Health Resources Commission is chaired by Samuel Lin, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., M.P.A., M.S.  Dr. Lin, who is a consultant for domestic and global health care ventures, served as Rear Admiral and Assistant Surgeon General in the United States Public Health Service, as well as Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Department of Health and Human Services.  The other 10 commissioners are:  Yvette J. Benjamin, P.A., M.P.H.; Judith L. Boyer-Patrick, M.D., M.P.H.; Alice Burton, M.H.S.; Jorge E. Calderon, M.D., M.P.H.; Kendall D. Hunter; John A. Hurson, J.D.; Leon Kaplan, C.P.A., M.B.A.; Donald C. Roane, M.D.; Karla R. Roskos, B.S.N., M.P.H.; and Joseph P. Ross.
For more information on the Maryland Community Health Resources Commission and its programs, visit http://dhmh.state.md.us/mchrc/. 
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