
LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
December 9, 2004 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Present:  Mr. Lane Ahlburn (via teleconference); Mr. Michael Deabay; Dr. Jack DeBoy; Mr. 
Joseph Haney; Dr. Prince Kassim; Ms. Michele Piorek; Ms. Polly Ristaino; Mr. Jim Svrjcek; Mr. 
Michael Wajda; Mr. Alan Williams 
 
Absent:  Mr. Ed Bonner (advance notice given); Sgt. Mitchell Dinterman (advance notice given); 
Dr. Tom Jacobs (advance notice given); Dr. Julie Kiehlbauch (advance notice given); Mr. Don 
Lewis; Dr. Lisa May (advance notice given); Ms. Helen McQuay (advance notice given); Dr. 
Robert Myers; Dr. Jeff Roche; Mr. Art Thacher 
 

MINUTES: 
 
1. Review and Corrections – None 
 
2. Acceptance – Unanimous 
 
3. Introductions and Announcements 

a. Alan Williams introduced himself to the committee.  He is the Program Manager 
for Emergency Response for the Maryland Department of the Environment 
(MDE), and his job focuses on Homeland Security issues.  He was Mike 
Sharon’s supervisor.  He will be taking Mr. Sharon’s chair on the committee, 
who has left MDE to take another position outside state government. 

 
b. Michael Wajda, MS, JD, the Deputy Director for Regulatory & Administrative 

Affairs for the Laboratories Administration, introduced himself to the committee.  
Due to his expertise involving the Biological Agents Registry and its related 
legislation he has been asked to join the committee.   

 
c. Gail Wowk will no longer sit on this committee.  She has taken another position 

within DHMH.  Dr. Lisa May is in the process of recruiting for her replacement.  
After which, there will be one representative from Dr. May’s office on this 
committee. 

 
d. Dr. Tom Jacobs, Assistant State Veterinarian and the new Director of the Animal 

Health Labs for the Maryland Department of Agriculture, could not attend due to 
a scheduling conflict.  He will be taking Dr. Cassano’s chair on the committee.  
He will attend the next meeting. 

 
e. Dr. Phyllis Cassano, the State Veterinarian, left state service effective December 

1, 2004. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. New Meeting Dates for 2005 – Jim Svrjcek asked the committee members to check their 
calendars and contact the Office of Laboratory Emergency Preparedness and Response 
regarding their availability on the following dates:  March 10, 2005; June 9, 2005; and 
September 8, 2005. 

 
Dr. DeBoy and Jim Svrjcek reiterated the purpose of this committee.  Although the 
original objective was to fulfill a requirement for the CDC Grant, the Labs Admin would 
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like to use this committee as a tool to foster stronger communications between the State 
Public Health Lab and First Responders (e.g., hospital labs, fire and police departments, 
etc.) and to provide more on-going training for First Responders (e.g., hospital labs, fire 
and police departments, etc.). 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. LIMS – Joe Haney updated the committee on the LIMS (Laboratory Information 
Management System) process.  The sole source agreement is being drafted and a 
purchase order should be placed by May 15, 2005.   

 
 The “Sunrise StarLIMS” software is now being reviewed by the Maryland Department of 

Agriculture (MDA) to assess it capabilities.  MDE is also reviewing the software.  Alan 
Williams offered to speak to MDE’s contact, Betty Dabney, to offer any assistance she 
may need.  Dr. DeBoy will forward Mr. William a draft of the sole source agreement. 

 
2. Update on Implementation of HB 666-2004 – Michael Wajda gave the committee an 

update on his efforts to draft the new COMAR regulations to correspond to House Bill 
666-2004.  His internal subcommittee is working out the details on information sharing.  
Once an internal (DHMH) consensus is reached, he then can bring in other outside 
agencies, such as MEIMSS, MEMA, and MDE. 

 
3. Briefing on Enhanced BioWatch Program – Dr. DeBoy outlined for the committee the 

BioWatch Program and how it will impact the State Lab.  The Homeland Security 
Department provided environmental air sampling detectors in major metro areas with the 
largest populations.  Maryland has been included in the National Capital Region along 
with Virginia and DC. 

 
This system collects samples for Bacillus anthracis, Yersinia pestis, Francisella 
tularensis, and Smallpox testing.  The testing will be done primarily at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory.  The State Lab would be designated as a backup or surge 
capacity lab in the event Livermore needed to outsource its samples.  Dr. DeBoy is in the 
process of working out the details, such as the on-going training of state employees as 
opposed to contracting federal employees and receiving funding to replace single-plex 
PCR equipment with multi-plex PCR (ability to test for several agents at once and 
decrease turn-around-time). 

 
4. Briefing on EPA Lab Directors' Meeting on November 10 – Dr. Prince Kassim briefed 

the committee on his meeting with the EPA Lab Director.  See attached outline, which 
targets those subjects that are pertinent to this committee. 

 
5. MFRI Liaison – Jim Svrjcek spoke on Helen McQuay’s behalf.  She could not attend due 

to a scheduling conflict.  The committee agreed with her suggestion regarding the 
establishment of a liaison between DHMH and MFRI (Maryland’s Fire & Rescue 
Institute) to facilitate the standardization of training statewide for volunteer fire 
companies and rescue squads.  She also suggested Robert Brooks, co-chair of the WMD 
Committee for the Maryland State Fireman’s Association, as the liaison.  Mr. Svrjcek 
suggested that this issue be forwarded to Dr. Lisa May’s office, DHMH’s Office of 
Emergency Preparedness and Response.   
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6. March 2005 Newsletter – Jim Svrjcek asked the committee for volunteers to either write 

articles or suggest topics for the next issue scheduled for March 2005.  He asked the 
members to submit articles as soon as possible by e-mailing Michele Piorek at 
piorekm@dhmh.state.md.us. 

 
7. Sentinel Labs and Blast Fax/E-Mail Broadcasts to Test Access and Response Times – 

Jim Svrjcek updated the committee on his office’s efforts to update the contact list (e-
mail addresses, fax numbers, etc.) of all the Sentinel Labs.  Only two labs are outstanding 
in submitting their current contact information.  The MRLN (Maryland Laboratory 
Response Network) is now down to 58 Sentinel Labs.  Two labs are no longer part of the 
network, because they no longer perform their own microbiology testing.  They refer it to 
another site. 

 
Mr. Svrjcek is encouraged by the response of the participants in the network.  Blast Faxes 
and E-Mails can be used to announce upcoming training exercises, to announce actual 
and simulated biological, chemical, and/or radiological events, or to simply share 
pertinent, relevant information of interest to the labs.  This tool will be a great way to 
foster improved communications with the Sentinel Labs. 
 

8. Briefing on DHMH-MDA Labs' Proposed Cooperative Efforts to Enhance Food 
Chemistry Safety Services/Surge Capacity – Jim Svrjcek gave the committee an 
overview of the meeting with the state chemist attended by Dr. DeBoy, Dr. Kassim, and 
some members of Dr. Kassim’s staff, several chemists from MDA and an Assistant 
Secretary (MDA).  The meeting focused on possible cooperative enhancements to food 
chemistry safety services within the State.  It also focused on developing a cooperative 
“wish list” for equipment.  The prioritized list is to be submitted to Dr. Diane Matuszak 
by the first week of January, 2005.  The items on the list may be purchased if the funds 
become available.  Any equipment “identified” by the “wish list” would need to be used 
(primary or dual use) for some aspect of food safety/defense because any money made 
available would be coming from a federal BT/CT grant.  Further discussions are 
anticipated between the Labs Admin and MDA. 
 
Mr. Svrjcek also had preliminary conversations with Dr. Tom Jacobs from the MDA 
Animal Health Labs to discuss surge capacity cooperation between the Labs Admin and 
the Animal Health Labs.  However, Dr. Cassano was scheduled to leave MDA on 
December 1, 2004.  Dr. Jacob and Jim decided to defer any meetings until after that date. 

 
NEXT MEETING:    
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 10, 2005 at 10am – 12noon in Room L-37 
(201 W. Preston Street, Lab Tower).  If you cannot attend, please contact Michele Piorek as soon 
as possible prior to the meeting. 
 
Note:  Agenda items may be suggested at any time by contacting Ms. Piorek. 

 
ADJORNMENT: 
 
 Until Next Meeting 


