
LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
November 6, 2003 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Present: Dr. Ross Brechner; Mr. Ed Bonner; Mr. Michael Deabay; Mr. Joseph Haney; Dr. Fidelis 
Hegngi; Dr. Julie Kiehlbauch; Dr. Robert Myers; Ms. Michele Piorek; Ms. Polly 
Ristaino; Mr. Jim Svrjcek; Mr. Art Thacher; Dr. Kenneth Wilde; Ms. Gail Wowk 

 
Absent: Advance notice given by Mr. Lane Ahlburn; Dr. Jack DeBoy; Sgt. Mitchell Dinterman; 

Ms. Helen McQuay; Dr. Jeff Roche; Mr. Michael Sharon 
 

Guests: Dr. Warren Bontoyan; Mr. Robert Halman; Mr. Don Lewis; Ms. Deborah Miller-Tuck 
(sitting in for Dr. Prince Kassim); Ms. Delores Willis (sitting in for Dr. Prince Kassim) 

 
INTRODUCTIONS AND SIGN-IN:  
 

1. Introductions – Members introduced themselves.  Ed Bonner (Harford Memorial’s Director of 
Laboratory Services) will be taking the place of Ken Kozell, who has been promoted.  Dr. Julie 
Kielbach, DHMH Labs Admin’s New Director of Microbiology Laboratory, was also introduced. 

2. Sign-In Sheet – The sign-in sheet was passed around, and the members reviewed/revised their 
contact information as appropriate. 

3. Reimbursement for Mileage – Reimbursement was offered to those members who drove their 
private cars.  Forms were made available after the meeting. 

4. Meeting Overview – Dr. Brechner gave a brief description of the handouts and an overview the 
meeting’s agenda, emphasizing the need to follow-up on the information requested from the last 
meeting and gathered to this point. 

 
MINUTES: 
 

1. Review and Corrections – None 
2. Acceptance – Unanimous after a motion by Jim Svrjcek seconded by Don Lewis. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

The Committee was asked for input with regards to certain information requested at the previous meeting.  
This information would be distributed to first responders and laboratorians as indicated regarding 
laboratory terrorism preparedness.  Sample documents were distributed to all members and their discussion 
is as follows: 
 
1. Draft Information to be distributed to Sentinel Labs and First Responders 

a. BMBL – (accepted) “Laboratory Security and Emergency Response Guidance for 
Laboratories Working with Select Agents” from the CDC’s Office of Health and Safety 
webpage. 

b. MSDS – (accepted) The “MSDS for Sarin” from the Free Republic webpage regarding 
Edgewood Research Development and Engineering Center was accepted.  This is an example.  
We will use the other appropriate MSDS’s for other chemical WMD’s. 

 
2. Recognition of certain biological and chemical agents of Terrorism; 

a. LRN – Since the LRN restricts information, Dr. Kiehlbauch suggested using the information 
from the American Society for Microbiologists (ASM).  Their information is more accessible 
and standardized. 

b. MSDS – (accepted – see above) Dr. Brechner reported that he had an instruction sheet for 
reading the MSDS’s. 

 
3. Specimen and sample collection regarding certain biological and chemical agents of  

Terrorism; 
a. CDC – With enhancements from BAM (Biological Assay Methodologies). Dr. Wilde 

mentioned that the Labs Admin has BAMs for everything.  These are available but will need 
periodic updates due to continual protocol changes/updates. 
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b. MSDS – (accepted – see above) Dr. Brechner will also meet with Dolores Willis and Deborah 

Miller-Tuck to coordinate responses for chemicals. 
c. CAP –  (accepted) Dr. Brechner found these documents, at the suggestion of Helen McQuay, 

on the CAP website.  He handed out a copy of the Clinical Pathway chart for Yersinia pestis. 
 

4. Contact information regarding Sentinel Laboratories, First Responders, and the State Lab; 
a. DHMH 

1) (accepted) The State Labs 24 Hour Numbers as listed on our website. 
2) Contact Numbers All Over Maryland – (kept by Dr. Brechner’s office and not distributed 

statewide). 
 

3. Procedures regarding interaction of Sentinel, State Laboratories, First Responders, and Local 
Health Departments; 
A lively discussion ensued, during which the following suggestions were offered for 
consideration: 

1) A credible threat chart be included on website. 
2) A check list be posted so all contact between submitters and receivers (knowledgeable 

persons) of samples/specimens would be completed regarding all aspects of submission, 
with all relevant information requested prior to submission, where possible. 

3) We might categorize instructions to first responders dependent upon whether the 
sample/specimen contained is a “known” or is an “unknown”.  They would be further 
categorized as to whether it was an environmental sample vs. a human specimen.  
Instructions would be made clear for each of these four possible categories, for both 
biologics and chemicals. 

 
4. Transport and delivery procedures regarding certain biological and chemical agents of Terrorism; 

a. Discussion provided a few suggestions. 
1) Though IATA provided guidelines for interstate transport, we need to be primarily 

concerned with intrastate transport. 
2) Triple packaging was not to be discouraged. 
3) State lab to set standards and disseminate that information. 
4) State lab to be called before submission of any sample/specimen regarding BT/CT 

agents. 
5) Law enforcement to decide on threat level. 
6) Dr. Brechner suggested that we inform first responders as to size limits of 

samples/specimens and the Committee agreed. 
7) The suggestion was made that we prepare standard submission kits like the smallpox kit. 
8) The suggestion was made that CDC “Transportation and Transfer of Biological Agents” 

directions should be useful (Dr. Brechner reported that he had been referring to them).  
Dr. Myers reported that interstate transport packaging required that persons first receive 
training. 

9) Labs Admin – Dr. Brechner will/has taken the lead in preparing the following: 
a) “Draft Plan Before the Specimen/Sample Reaches the Lab-Draft Plan”  
b) “Schematic for Flow of Samples/Specimens on Reaching the Lab-Draft Plan”  

 
5. Proposed Lab Exercise; 

a. Challenge Set Now – The Committee was favorably disposed toward our first challenge 
set exercise.  They reviewed the handout instructions as had Dr. Wilde before the 
meeting.  Dr. Brechner and Jim Svrjcek reviewed the progress of Lyophilizing Process.  
This Challenge Set is due to be distributed soon to all of Maryland’s Level A (Sentinel) 
Labs, which number approximately 62.  In response to suggestions by Gail Wowk and 
others, Dr. Brechner reported that he already had a prepared a cover letter for early 
mailing to warn Sentinel Labs of the upcoming exercise and for obtaining their 
permission to join.  Dr. Brechner also reported that the exercise goal was not Proficiency 
Testing, but more in the form of a needs assessment and improving coordination between 
all Sentinel Labs and the State Lab.  Another goal was that the State Lab could determine, 
from this exercise:  
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1) what extra training will be needed for the Level A Labs, by the State Lab, and  
2) the current level of Bioterrorism Preparedness of the Maryland [State] Laboratory 

System (MLS). 
b. Challenge Sets in Six Months – The Committee was supportive of another challenge set 

in six months and agreed we would learn much from this first one. 
 

6. Bench Training Planning Discussion and Update; 
 

The Committee agreed that half-day sessions for six laboratorians, two from each Sentinel Lab was 
appropriate for this year.  Dr. Wilde said he had turned over this task to Dr. Kiehlbauch. Dr. Brechner 
will contact Dr Kiehlbauch. 

 
7. IT Update. 
 

The LIMS (Laboratory Information System) was discussed in general terms.  Dr. Hegngi described the 
one they use for MDA labs.  Joe Haney took notes and described what the State Laboratory 
Administration is looking at in general terms for a LIMS.  It is still in the investigative stages. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. BT Newsletter – Dr. Brechner mentioned its name change to Laboratory Terrorism Preparedness 
Newsletter and asked the Committee for possible topics. 
a. Update on State Lab’s response during Isabel 
b. About the Laboratory Terrorism Preparedness Advisory Committee 
c. IT advances and intentions regarding laboratory information interoperability in the time of a 

disaster 
  

NEXT MEETING:    
 

N.B.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2004 at 10am – 12noon in Room L-37 (201 
W. Preston Street, Lab Tower). 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Until Next Meeting 
 

RB/mp 


