
LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
September 3, 2003 

 
ATTENDANCE: Dr. Ross Brechner; Michael Deabay; Dr. John DeBoy; Sgt. Mitchell Dinterman; 

Joseph Haney; Dr. Fidelis Hegngi; Helen McQuay; Michele Piorek; Polly 
Ristaino; Dr. Jeffrey Roche; Michael Sharon; Jim Svrjcek; Dr. Kenneth Wilde; 
Gail Wowk; Lane Ahlbum (via teleconference) 

 
MINUTES:  1. Review and corrections (not applicable this first meeting)  

2. Acceptance (not applicable this first meeting) 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None (not applicable this first meeting) 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Dr. Brechner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
 1. Introductions - Members introduced themselves. 

Sign-In Sheet - Dr. Brechner asked the committee members to review/revise their contact 
information on the sign-in sheet. 

2. Reimbursement for Mileage - Reimbursement was offered to those members who drove 
their private cars. Forms were made available after the meeting. 

3. Meeting Overview - Dr. Brechner gave a brief description of the handouts (binder) and 
an overview of the committee's purpose, emphasizing the need to review CDC Grant 
obligations involving the committee and its members. 

4. Committee Discussion - The Committee agreed on the importance of the following 
items: 
a.      Training regarding Sentinel Labs and First Responders 

1)      Preparation and implementation of Needs Assessment Surveys; 
2) Continuation of Hands-On Exercises for Laboratorians provided by the  

 State Lab; 
3)      Development, distribution, and follow-up of Challenge Sets to be sent  
  Sentinel Labs; 
4)      Compilation of contact and related State Lab information for immediate  
  access by Laboratorians and First Responders; 
5)      Establishment of agreements/protocols for seamless inter-agency transfer of  
  samples; 
6)      Development of initial plans for a broader exercise that includes one or more  

 simulated BT agents; 
7)      Inclusion of groups such as the EPA, MEMA, Aberdeen, HA.ZMAT, FIRE,  
  MSP, MDA (Dr. Bontonya) in future training exercises and communications. 

 
b. Communication 

1) Distribution and updating of information via website with links to other  
related sites (i.e., CDC, MDA, MDE) by making the State Lab the key 
contact to give people a "one stop shopping" experience; 

2) Dissemination of information via the State Public Health Laboratory 
Terrorism Newsletter, the State Public Health Laboratory Terrorism 
Website, e-mail, fax, and other reasonable methods; 

3) Creation of an In-House Database Tracking Program, due to CDC's 
decision to cancel the LITS Plus program, in order to use the server, 
cables, and web drops the State Lab purchased and installed. 
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5. Next Steps - The Committee agreed on the importance of collecting and disseminating 
the following information to Sentinel Laboratories and First Responders. 
a. Documentation: 
 1) Safety information regarding certain biological and chemical agents of 

Terrorism; 
 2) Identification of certain biological and chemical agents of Terrorism; 
  3) Specimen and sample collection regarding certain biological and  
   chemical agents of Terrorism; 

  4) Clinical Pathways regarding certain biological and chemical agents of  
   Terrorism; 
  5) Contact information regarding Sentinel Laboratories, First Responders,  
   and the State Lab; 
  6) Procedures regarding interaction of Sentinel, State Laboratories, First  
   Responders, and Local Health Departments; 
  7) Transport and delivery procedures regarding certain biological and  
   chemical agents of Terrorism. 

  
b. Training: 

1) Needs Assessment Surveys directed toward appropriate personnel; 
2) Challenge Sets targeting Maryland Sentinel Laboratories; 
3) Hands-on training of Sentinel Laboratory personnel in the recognition  

and handling of certain biological and chemical agents of Terrorism 
 

c. Exercises (in coordination with DHMH's Exercise Officer): 
1) Challenge sets (as discussed above); 
2) Exercises involving Sentinel Laboratories, First Responders and the State 

Lab (when deemed appropriate). 
 

6. Committee Membership: The committee agreed that its membership represented a fair 
sampling of State Labs, Agencies, and Sentinel Labs. They also suggested other agencies 
to contact for input/committee representation (e.g., Local Health Departments, NIH, the 
Army, MEMA, HAZMAT, etc.). 

 
NEXT MEETING: N.B. Due to a scheduling conflict, the next meeting will be held on Thursday, 

November 6, 2003 at 10am - 12noon in Room L-3 7 (201 W. Preston Street, Lab 
Tower). 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Until Next Meeting 
 
RB/mp 


