LABS ADMIN - DHMH
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
March 10, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: 10:08 am
ATTENDANCE:

Present: Lane Ahlburn (via teleconference); Ed Bonner; Jack DeBoy, DrPH; Joseph
Haney; Donald Lewis; Tom Phillips; Polly Ristaino; Jeffrey Roche, MD, MPH; Jim
Svrjcek; Maria Thomas (for Prince Kassim, PhD); Michael Wajda, MS, JD

Absent: Michael Deabay; Sgt. Mitchell Dinterman (advance notice given); Tom Jacobs,
DVM,; Prince Kassim, PhD (Maria Thomas present); Julia Kiehlbauch, PhD (advance
notice given); Lisa Kirk, DrPH (advance notice given); Helen McQuay (advance notice
given); Robert Myers, PhD (advance notice given); Art Thacher, MPH (advance notice
given); Alan Williams

MINUTES (from December 9, 2004)

1. Review and Corrections - None

2. Acceptance — Unanimous (10:11 am)
OLD BUSINESS

1. LIMS Update — Joe Haney

Still working on “sole source” contract for the purchase of STARLIMS.
Preparing the “statement of work” as due to the amount of the contract, it must
go before the Board of Public Works. Joe met with Don Lewis and Tom Phillips
of MDA prior to this meeting and MDA may be able to “piggyback” on our
contract. MDE may also be interested in joining in. Partner agencies need to
have the money up front. The funds need to be spent by May 2006 and we hope
to have contracts in place by this summer.

2. HB 666 Regulations Update — Michael Wajda

The “internal workgroup” has developed a rough draft of regulations that were
presented to the Governor’s Emergency Management Advisory Council
(GEMAC) two weeks ago. Sensitivity of information and how (or to what
extent) it can be shared with the local jurisdictions was stressed. We hope to
have regulations in place by May 2005.
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DHMH — MDA Labs Cooperative Efforts to Enhance Food Chemistry; Safety
Services/Surge Capacity Update (Equipment Wish List) — Dr. Jack DeBoy

We are in the process of rebuilding our basic food chemistry labs to enhance food
safety and security, without duplicating efforts of other State agencies (e.g.,
MDA) and to enhance surge capacity (i.e., Dairy Testing). We received
$207,000 to replace and upgrade equipment (from unused funds of the CDC BT
Grant). We were able to obtain ~$100K for the State Chemist (MDA) and
~$100K for the State Veterinarian (MDA Animal Health Labs). They need to
contact Bill Miller to learn how to get the funds. Jim will call Dr. Tom Jacobs
and have him contact Bill Miller.

Dr. DeBoy also provided handouts listing Calendar Year 2004 Emergency
Preparedness Accomplishments for the Laboratories Administration and a list of
desired Laboratory Emergency Preparedness Priorities for 2005 (see attached).

Maryland Fire Rescue Institute (MFRI) — Jim Svrjcek

Jim has referred Helen McQuay and her suggestion to Dr. Lisa Kirk, DHMH,
Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response, who was very receptive to her
suggestion.

Laboratory Emergency Preparedness Newsletter — Jim Svrjcek

The semi-annual newsletter (March 2005) has been completed. It has been sent
to the printer and then will be mailed out. Thanks to everyone for their
contributions. Articles, or ideas for articles are always welcome. Future issues
will be sent by e-mail and also available on the Laboratories Administration’s
websites, as a means of paring down the costs.

NEW BUSINESS

1.

Packaging and Shipping Teleconference — Maria Thomas

Regulations have changed in the past few years. Maria has provided printed
copies of the PowerPoint Presentation (which Jim has attached to these minutes).

Environmental Chemistry’s Training Workshop — Maria Thomas

The Division of Environmental Chemistry will be hosting a workshop titled,
“Chemical terrorism Preparedness: A Training Workshop in Specimen Collection
and Laboratory Analysis for Sanitarians, Local Health Professionals, and First
Responders” on Thursday, May 12, 2005, from 8:00 am — 4:00 pm at the Ten
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Oaks Ballroom and Conference Center (intersection of Routes 108 & 32 in
Clarksville, MD.

3. Blast E-Mail Test & Blast Fax Test — Jim Svrjcek

Jim reported on the results of the Blast E-Mail Test (01-12-2005) and the Blast
Fax Test (02-25-2005). Many of the Sentinel Laboratories have changed their
contact information since the last update in December 2004. Many persons
within a facility share fax machines (and numbers). Many persons share e-mail
addresses within entities. We are paring down the list and changing how the
subject person and subject lines are identified (since Blast Faxes are sent to a fax
number and not a person).

4, Drinking Water Certification Program Update — Dr. DeBoy

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) was created in 1988 from
agencies in DHMH. The Drinking Water Certification Program (and its assigned
personnel) will be returning to MDE as of June 30, 2005.

5. Website Review and Revisions — Dr. DeBoy

The Laboratories Administration website is under review. The documents will
be made available by links to other websites (where possible) as opposed to
maintaining the actual documents. This way, the actual website that is being
linked to will update the documents, freeing up our staff for other duties. It has
also been suggested that on the DHMH webpage, there be one (1) button to link
to other emergency preparedness websites.

6. New State Veterinarian Update — Tom Jacobs, DVM, was unable to attend the
meeting. Don Lewis, also of MDA confirmed that the recruitment process is
ongoing for a new State Veterinarian.

7. Committee Name Change — Jim Svrjcek

Jim made a motion to change the name of the committee to the Laboratory
Emergency Preparedness and Response Advisory Committee (LEPRAC) to
reflect consistency with current movement within the State (Emergency
Preparedness vs. Terrorism Preparedness). There was no opposition and the
motion was carried unanimously.

8. Ed Bonner asked if there were going to be any more Challenge Sets as was done
a year (or so ) ago. A subcommittee was appointed, made up of: Ed Bonner,
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Michael Deabay, Polly Ristaino, Michael Wajda, and Jim Svrjcek. The
subcommittee will come up with ideas (brainstorm) on how to develop a
Challenge Set or Challenge Scenario (covering issues such as couriers,
communications, etc.). Jim and Michael will meet on this first. Then bring any
ideas to the rest of the subcommittee, and then bring in Dr. Kiehlbauch to address
feasibility, training issues, etc.

ADJOURNMENT: 11:35am

Note: Please submit agenda items to Michele Piorek (piorekm@dhmh.state.md.us) one month
prior to next meeting.



