
LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
January 15, 2004 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Present: Mr. Lane Ahlburn (via teleconference); Dr. Ross Brechner; Dr. Jack DeBoy; Sgt. 
Mitchell Dinterman; Mr. Joseph Haney; Dr. Julie Kiehlbauch; Dr. Robert Myers; 
Ms. Michele Piorek; Dr. Jeff Roche; Mr. Michael Sharon; Mr. Jim Svrjcek; Mr. 
Art Thacher; Dr. Kenneth Wilde 

 
Absent: Mr. Ed Bonner (advance notice given); Ms. Polly Ristaino (advance notice 

given); Ms. Helen McQuay (advance notice given); Mr. Michael Deabay; Dr. 
Fidelis Hegngi; Ms. Gail Wowk (advance notice given) 

 
MINUTES: 
 

1. Review and Corrections – None 
2. Acceptance – Unanimous 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Recognition of Agents – At the previous meeting, a large body of Laboratory information, to 
be distributed to first responders and laboratorians, had been approved with two changes.  
The first was to use ASM (instead of CDC) documentation for agent protocols.  The second 
was to obtain the MSDS’s for chemical Terrorism agents.  These updated changes were also 
approved, and were included in a binder that the Committee members reviewed during the 
meeting and were approved. 

 
2. Credible Threat Chart – The Committee reviewed a draft Credible Threat Chart that was 

included in their handout packet.  Dr. DeBoy suggested that some additional information 
might be helpful, such as: 
a. Report the specimen/sample as a high, medium, or low threat 
b. Note if the specimen/sample was the result of an oral or written threat 
c. Note if the specimen/sample is of a suspicious nature 
d. Note if the specimen/sample comes from a politically sensitive area/person. 
e. Note where the specimen/sample was located at time of discovery. 

 
3. Challenge Set 

a. Current Exercise – Of the 61 Level “A” Labs in the State of Maryland, 51 voluntarily 
participated in this training exercise. They also expressed interest in future exercises.  Dr. 
Brechner and Mr. Svrjcek traveled throughout the State visiting all of the Labs.  During 
this time, they hand-delivered the Lyophilized Samples to each participating Labs. 

b. Report – The reporting deadline for the above Challenge Set was set for January 8, 2004.  
As of today’s Committee meeting, most of the Labs had submitted their results.  Of the 
first 25 Labs reporting, all but one reported the correct results.  The final results will be 
tabulated in a database and reported in aggregate to all the Level "A" Labs.  Each lab will 
receive only their individual results. 

c. Future Exercise – The second Challenge Set is tentatively scheduled for late 2004. 
 
4. Bench Training Planning Discussion and Update – Dr. Kiehlbauch stated that since the last 

round of half-day training sessions went very well, a new round will be set up for the Spring 
and Summer months (repeating what was done before by Dr. Razeq).  Dr. Kiehlbauch will 
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work with Dr. Brechner as he writes a draft introduction letter to target Level “A” Labs and 
lab personnel that have not previously participated. 

 
5. IT Update  

a. LIMS – Joe Haney and Dr. DeBoy updated the Committee on LIMS.  BT funds can be 
used to purchase this software.  A group of about 20 States are collaborating on a LIMS.  

b. Website – Dr. DeBoy mentioned the need for the Laboratories Administration website to 
be updated and suggested that it be made a priority. 

 
6. Laboratory Terrorism Preparedness Newsletter Topics – Some of the topics are as follows: 

a. The Public Health Security And Bioterrorism Preparedness And Response Act Of 
2002 – an informative summary article 

b. FTIR – a description of this machine in general noting that it cannot test for 
biological agents, and a suggestion that all samples considered suspicious should be 
sent to the Laboratories Administration to be tested, even if they test negative for 
chemicals in the field  

c. Informational List for First Responders and Laboratorians  – a list of information and 
where to get it will be made available to first responders and laboratorians on our 
website  

d. Recent Challenge Set – an article on this topic 
e. The Recent Mid-Atlantic Regional State Network (Maryland, Delaware, 

Pennsylvania, and New Jersey) Conference regarding Cooperation for Terrorism 
Response – an article  

f. The LTPAC Committee – an introduction article to this committee and its work 
g. Credible Threat Chart – an article on this topic 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Dr. DeBoy asked the Committee to contact Dr. Brechner with possible agenda items for future 
meetings. 

 
NEXT MEETING:    
 

N.B.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 11, 2004 at 10am – 12noon in Room L-
37 (201 W. Preston Street, Lab Tower). 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Until Next Meeting 
 
RB/mp 
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