>>> 0On 5/1/2011 at 9:23 AM, in message
<2FE9B3D2C584B84A8EB5DAF40C0DB37438C366@UPIMAILCLUSTER.upi.umaryland.edu=>,
"Lichenstein, Richard" <RLichenstein@peds.umaryland.edu> wrote:

Dear Ms. Phinney:

In response to the request for comment regarding crib bumpers:

The Department is requesting comment by May 9, 2011 concerning (a) whether crib
bumper pads pose a substantial risk to infants; (b) whether there are benefits to crib
bumper pads that should be considered; (c) whether any dangers associated with the use
of bumper pads in infant cribs could be reduced or eliminated by proper labeling; (d)
whether the Department should provide input to the Consumer Product Safety
Commission in its review of the safety of these products, and if so, what that comment
should be; (e) whether the Department should issue a warning to consumers, and if so,
the content of the warning; and (f) whether bumper pads should be considered a
"hazardous material," and if so, whether the Department should adopt regulations
addressing the sale, marketing, or labeling of bumper pads.

| offer the following after reviewing the following Thach's series of fatalities associated
with crib bumpers (2007), Nakamura's white paper from the CPSC of 2010, Canada'’s
policy statement on crib bumpers, the Exponent presentation review on crib bumpers
safety, our state death forms as well as the CDC data reporting forms for infant death.

Regarding a: Including a review of Thach's autopsy scenes that crib bumper pads pose
some risk to infants along with other sleep related items such as toys or bulky blankets
in the crib. The risk increases when this occurs and especially if the crib bumpers are
not properly affixed to the crib allowing for tenting and wedging to occur. Moreover
since our forms, nor the CDC's scene forms include specific information on crib
bumpers it is difficult to ascertain the influence of crib bumpers in addition to other
sleep associated causes of infant death. As a start we should certainly change our
process of intake to include data on the presence of crib bumpers, how they are
attached, in addition to other scene features of an infant death.

Regarding b: It does seem that crib bumpers prevent minor head injury and some
extremity entrapment (fracture, dislocation) but only if the bumpers are properly
applied. As reported by the manufacturer since these bumpers should be removed by 4
months to 8 months when a child can roll over or sit up, theoretically there should be
less risk of these injuries.

Regarding c: As with any item in an infant's sleep environment, labeling may help
some parents in understanding the dangers of crib bumpers. Unfortunately since many
bumpers exist in the after market, and are used by families of low socioeconomic
status, the message of the dangers of crib bumpers may not get out to those most at risk
of a sleep related infant death. Still, increasing awareness with a change in labeling
seems to be a positive effort to the public in decreasing sleep related infant deaths if it
can be done in conjunction with widespread messaging.

Regarding d: | am personally aware that CPSC is currently reviewing crib bumpers but



| am sure they would welcome any and all information from the Department.

Regarding e: Based on the number of cases and confounders present, | think the
Department would be better served by public policy on all aspects of safe infant sleep
and include bumpers as a risk factor for SUDI.

Regarding f: Again, crib bumpers probably have limited use, and are dangerous
especially when not properly applied especially in the context of other sleep infant
practices that puts a child at risk for a sleep related death. In only this way they do
represent a hazard.

In conclusion, crib bumpers serve a very limited use and have associated risk for death
as one of the factors in sleep related infant death. Efforts should be made to instructing
the public on proper infant sleep practices (especially those populations that have
highest risk of infant mortality), improving data collection to include specific
information on crib bumpers when applicable and including safety messages on all new
crib bumpers about risk associated with use of the product.

Regards,

Richard Lichenstein, MD

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original
message.



