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****************************************************************************** 
****************************************************************************** 
Board Members:  

Mark Lannon    Professional Member, Chair  
Denise Capaci    Professional Member, Vice-Chair  
Thelma Rich     Professional Member, Secretary/Treasurer   
Angela Anderson-Smith  Consumer Member  
Deborah Ramelmeier  Professional Member 
Denise Peak    Professional Member  
Joyce Bell     Professional Member  
Loretta Wall     Professional Member  

  Sherryl Silberman    Professional Member  
Aimee Williams   Professional Member  
Karen Richards    Professional Member  
Gerard Farrell    Consumer Member 
       

Board Staff: 
Stanley E. Weinstein   Executive Director  
Ari S. Elbaum   AAG, OAG, Board Counsel 

                Gail Wowk     Director, Planning & Continuing Education 
Kara Brooks-Tyson   Director, Compliance  
Gloria Jean Hammel   Director, Certification and Licensing  
Tyrone Willoughby   Social Work Supervisor  
Garcia Gilmore    Board Investigator  
Deborah Evans    CEU Coordinator  

 
Guests: Mary Jo Monahan   Chief Executive Officer, Association of Social Work 
       Boards  

    Daphne McClellan    Executive Director, NASW – MD Chapter   
    Sharon Bloom    DHMH – Health Occupations Boards  
    Kristen Neville    Legislation and Regulations Specialist  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The Open Session was called to order at 10:23 A.M. by Mr. Mark Lannon, Board Chair.   
Mr. Gerard Farrell was introduced and welcomed as the new Consumer Member on the Board.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 December 11, 2015 minutes were approved – 12 Yes                    
 
 
ADJUSTMENT AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 None  
     
BOARD CHAIR Mark Lannon  

 
   Mark Lannon announced the Board will begin the process of Election of new Officers this spring.  

Discussions will be held in March and April. 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Stanley E. Weinstein 
 

 The Executive Director added several items to the agenda starting with an update on the 
number of licensees by category: 

LBSW   615 
LGSW  3923 
LCSW    344 
LCSW-C 8859 
Total  13741 

 Distributed handout that reminded Board Members of the time line to submit the 2015 
Financial Disclosure Statement.  

 As a follow up to last month’s discussion on social workers providing substance abuse 
services, Stanley Weinstein and Gloria Hammel met with Tracey DeShields, Executive 
Director, Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists.  It was confirmed that social 
workers are within their scope of practice to provide drug and alcohol treatment services 
if they are properly trained.   There is no need to have a separate substance abuse 
certificate.  However, there is still confusion in the marketplace 
It is important to work with the universities and colleges so that they inform the students 
of the need for this training if they choose to provide drug and alcohol treatment services.   

 Kristen Neville updated the Board on Delegate Kirill Reznik’s bill.  No specific language 
to review at this time. Once written, will distribute for comments to Board. 

 Potential Changes to the Statute presented to the Board by Joyce Bell and Gloria 
Hammel.  Certain proposed changes were highlighted i.e. criminal background checks, 
use of Rap Back Service, licensing of certain faculty members, removal of the word 
“direct” related to supervision, authority to issue a cease and desist order, and other 
proposed changes. 
In the future, all licensees shall complete a background check as part of the license 
renewal cycle.  It will be a one-time only requirement based on the Rap Back Service.  At 
this time, an estimated date for implementation is November 1, 2018 for the 2020 
renewal and November 1, 2019 for the 2021 renewal. 
Mark Lannon asked about the composition of the Board since it is difficult to fill certain 
designated seats i.e. LBSW, LGSW, and LCSW.  There is currently statutory language 
which allows for filling certain seats after a period of time with a different category. 
The Board approved the draft statute with revisions.  Board voted 11 Yes, 1 No.   
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 Presentation and Discussion by Mary Jo Monahan on the topic of “Social Work Practice 
Mobility and Technology Standards:  Challenges for Social Work Regulatory Boards”.   
Two handouts were distributed entitled, “Model Regulatory Standards for Technology 
and Social Work Practice” and “Achieving Social Work Practice Mobility in our 
Lifetime” (attached at the end of these minutes).   
Several key points include: 
 Boards should have title protection and practice protection. 
 Utilize the term Categories of license instead of Levels of license. 
 There are 56 different categories of licensure across the country. 
 Recent survey showed inconsistencies between state statutes and all agree that 

states should move towards recognizing licenses that are similar or equivalent. 
 Need to make sure states are not creating barriers to mobility.  
 Is it possible to return to three categories of licensure? 
 Applying for HRSA grant to collect data on social work and nursing (more to 

follow if received). 
 
Break taken and Open Session resumed at 12:30 PM.   
 

 Mary Jo Monahan continued her presentation and answered questions.  She spoke on the 
current exam - the passing rate is approximately 80% for all categories.    

 Exam meets the three criteria:  education, experience, and ability to solve problems.  It 
focuses more on skills than knowledge of facts.   
Ms. Monahan was thanked by the Board for a great presentation along with a discussion 
on key issues for further review and discussion.   

 
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS  CHAIR                               
                                         
Continuing Education Committee                                             Denise Capaci                  
 Reviewed the concept and what needs to be included in Part I of the BD Approved Sponsors 

questionnaire. 
 Discussion on Film and Discussion programs held and eligibility for CEUs.  Decision will be made today. 
 Meetings going well – many items/topics under continuing education that require discussion, guidance, 

approval, or coordination.  
 The Committee will be meeting today after the Board Meeting.     
 
Statute and Regulations Committee Joyce Bell  
 Discussion held under Executive Director’s Report.  
 The next meeting of the Statute and Regulations Committee is scheduled for February 12, 2016.  It is an 

open meeting and Gloria Hammel will be corresponding with interested parties to attend.   
 
 
Credentialing Committee        Joyce Bell 
 Gloria Hammel presented since Joyce Bell had to depart.  The Committee established a process for review 

and when needed, a referral to the DCRC.  A member of the Credentialing Committee will participate in 
the DCRC discussion.   
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REMINDER:         No Board meeting will be held in February 2016 

 
 
The Open Session adjourned at 1:20 P.M. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________  __________________________________ 
Thelma Rich, LCSW    Stanley E. Weinstein, Ph.D., LCSW-C  
Board Secretary/Treasurer    Executive Director   
 
___________________________  __________________________________ 
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