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BOARD MEETING OPEN MINUTES 
May 19, 2015 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by the Chairman, John Baker. 

There was a motion and a second to close the open session at 2:30p.m. to 
engage in medical review committee deliberations regarding confidential 
information in applications for licensure, in accordance with State Government 
General Provisions Article, Section 3-305 (b) (7) and (13). Unless recused, all 
Board members and staff who were present for the open session were also in 
attendance for both the closed and administrative sessions. 

Board Members Present: 
Delores Alexander, Consumer Member 
Rhea Cohn, PT 
Krystal Lighty, PT 
Kimberly Rotondo, PTA 
Katharine Stout, PT 
Sumesh Thomas, PT 

Also Present: 
Carlton A. Curry, Executive Director 
Joy Aaron, Deputy Director 
Brett Felter, AAG, Board Counsel 
John Bull, Compliance Manager/Investigator 
Deborah Jackson, Licensing Coordinator 
Patricia Miller, Board Secretary 
Michelle Cutkelvin, Board Secretary 

Guests: 
Senator Paula Hollinger 
Kristen Neville, Legislative Specialist 
Sharon Bloom 
Lee Miller, PT 

Call to Order 
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Board Chairman, John Baker, welcomed Board Members and visiting guests. 
There was an addition to the agenda. 

The minutes of the meeting held on April 21, 2015 were approved with 
amendments. 

Licensure 
Update 

Legislative 
Updates 

Deborah Jackson, Licensing Coordinator, will present the statistics of 
applications received and licenses issued at the next Board meeting. 

Carlton Curry, Executive Director apprised the Board of the latest legislative 
updates. Mr. Curry states that the Board of Acupuncture has concerns about the 
proposed Dry Needling Regulations. Mr. Curry will arrange a formal meeting with the 
Board of Acupuncture and Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 

Kristen Neville states that the Pre proposal Concept Paper is the first step in 
proposing a bill. Ms. Neville states that the Secretary has asked for "concept papers" 
before drafting the actual bill proposals. The Board voted for a clean-up bill which will 
include non-substantive changes. Carlton Curry will gather all related items for the 
clean-up bill for the next Board meeting. 

Terri Nuccio-Youngs, PT requested feedback on the following: Is it within the 
scope of practice to write letters on the behalf of patients that a therapist is currently 
treating, specifically making recommendations on their functional status or ability to 
perform a desk job to a prospective employer or current employer. The Board's 
response is yes it is within the scope of practice of a physical therapist to report a 
patient's functional status and give recommendations. Pursuant to COMAR 
10.38.03.02A(2(a), a physical therapist shall '[e]xercise sound professional judgment in 
the use of evaluation and treatment procedures." 

Deidre D'Antonio, PTA requested feedback on the following: Is it permitted for 
a Physical Therapist Assistant to perform cheek swabs. Ms. D'Antonio states that her 
employer has ventured into a new area, Pharmacogenomics, which is a medical 
management service that is based on DNA/Genetic information that is obtained through 
a cheek swab. The swabs are then sent to a lab to see the individual patient's 
metabolism rates with particular drugs. The Board's response is that it is outside the 
scope of practice for a Physical Therapist Assistant to perform cheek swabs for the 
purpose of Pharmacogenomics tests. 

Mr. Curry states that for the position of Board Chair, ICrystal Lightly, Board 
Member and current Vice Chair has formally expressed interest. Mr. Curry opened the 
floor for nominations for Board Chair. There were no nominations and no opposition. 
Krystal Lighty was elected as Board Chair with no opposition. 

Mr. Curry states that for the position of Vice Chair, Board Members Rhea 
Cohn, Katharine Stout and Sumesh Thomas have formally expressed interest. Katharine 
Stout informs the Board that she would like to withdraw her name from consideration. 
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Ms. Stout states that she has recently accepted a new position. Mr. Curry opened the 
floor for nominations for Vice Chair. There were no nominations and no opposition. 
Rhea Cohn was elected as Vice Chair. 

Christopher Basilla requested feedback on the following: Mr. Basilla states that 
the physical and occupational therapists at his employer, a skilled nursing facility, are 
being asked/mandated by the administrator to perform the following floor duties, 
performed by GNA/CNA, outside of their normal 40 hour work shift: bathing, passing 
food trays, providing ice, performing transfers, changing diapers, feeding and dressing. 
Mr. Basilla asks is this legal and within the scope of practice. The Board's response 
"Physical Therapy is based on evaluation and plan of care. Treatment outside of the plan 
of care is not within the scope of practice of Physical Therapy. Pursuant to COMAR 
10.38.03.02A(2)(e), a physical therapist shall evaluate the patient and develop a plan of 
care before the patient is treated. Further, a physical therapist must operate within a 
physical therapist's competency per COMAR 10.38.03.02A(2)(f). Please contact the 
Office of Health Care Quality (OHCQ) at 410-402-8106. 

Katharine Stout, Board Member announces upcoming Telehealth Committee 
meeting. Rhea Cohn, Board Member states that the language for the Compact is near 
completion. 

Added to the Agenda 

A link to the MVA for Handicap Placards will be added to the Board's website and the 
next newsletter. 

"Wrap Back" for background checks will be tabled until the current bill is fully 
implemented. 

The Board voted to approve the following CEU course application: 

'The Business Connection Course'. 

The Board voted to deny the following CEU course applications: 

'Hepatitis: The ABC's' because the course is not substantially related to the PT practice; 
'Yoga, Brain Disorders, and Mindfulness: Maximizing Quality of Life through Non — 
Medication Approaches' because the course is not substantially related to the PT 
practice; 'Skeletal Muscle Function and Movement Analysis' because the course is not 
substantially related to the PT practice. 

There was a motion and a second to close the open session at 2:30 p.m. to engage 
in medical review committee deliberations regarding confidential information in 
applications for licensure, in accordance with State Government Article, Section 10-508 
(a) (7) and (13). Unless recused, all Board members and staff who were present for the 
open session were also in attendance for both the closed and administrative sessions. 
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The board meeting was adjourned at 3:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V(45 
 

Date v-- at Approved 

lton A. Curry, Execu e Director 

Kr Ctal Ligthy, PT, # airperson 
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