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General Session Minutes

April 19, 2013

Friday, April 19, 2013

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Chairperson: Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L

10:00 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L



Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM

Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

Jocelind Julien, Consumer Member

GUEST

Kristen Neville, Regulations Coordinator for Boards & Commission

1.   Dr. Moghimi called the General Session meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi read the following statement:  Except in instances when the Board of Occupational Therapy 

expressly invites public testimony, questions, comments, or other forms of public participation is otherwise 

authorized by law, no member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.

2.     Ms. Hughes motioned to approve the General Session Agenda – March 15, 2013.  Ms. Gupta 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

3. Ms. Hughes motioned to approve the General Session Minutes – January 15, 2013.  Ms. Gupta seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

REPORTS

1. The Board had discussion on the proposed Telerehabilitation Position Statement.  The Board will site the current (2013) AOTA Position Paper before placing it on the OT Board’s website.  Ms. Ashman will modify the Telerehabilitation Position Statement.   Ms. Julien motioned to approve the modified position statement.  Ms. Adams seconded the motion.  Dr. Moghimi, Ms. Stevenson, Ms. Adams, Ms. Hughes, Ms. Julien, Ms. Gupta approved.  Mr. Kshepakaran abstained.  

1a.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the Department of Human Resources, (DHR), Child Support 

       Enforcement Administration has initiated a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Board.  

       As a result, the Board office will provide licensee information to DHR for the purpose of enforcing 

       child support obligations.  Board discussion ensued. The Board office will implement this 

       agreement relative to occupational therapy licensees when required, by statute or regulations to do so.       

       The Board office will distribute an e-blast and post this information on the Board’s website to inform 

       and notify OT licensees. 

1b.  Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, 

       Dr. Moghimi adjourned the General Session meeting at 10:05 a.m to attend another meeting.

1c.   Subsequently, Ms. Stevenson reopened the General Session meeting at 10:06 a.m.

2a.  Ms. Kristen Neville, Regulations Coordinator, updated the Board on the 2013 Legislative Session.  The 

       O.T. Board Sunset Bill was passed, and the bill signing date will be either May 2nd or May 16, 2013. 

       Board members are invited to attend.

2b.  Ms. Ashman reported that Chapter 10.46.04 Continuing Competency Requirement has been finalized.  

       Once the renewal session is complete, an eblast and additional information will be sent to active 

       licensees informing them of changes to the Continuing Competency Chapter.

2c.  Ms. Hughes and Mr. Kshepakaran noted that the continuing education reviews are being reviewed, and

       business is as usual.  

3a.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the updated jurisprudence exam was received via email from Mr. 

        Kshepakaran.  The Board office will finalize the document and utilize the revised jurisprudence exam.

4a.  Ms. Ashman and the Board reviewed an inquiry received via email from a licensee and had discussion.  

       Ms. Ashman will draft a response to the inquiry citing Chapter 10.46.06.

4b.  Ms. Ashman provided an update on the renewal process.  Of the total licensee base, 654 

       occupational therapists and 109 occupational therapy assistants have renewed their Maryland licenses 

       to date.  There are currently 2,780 pending to renew.  

4c.   Ms. Ashman informed the Board that an audit of the Board office from August 2010 through 

        March 2013 is being performed by the Department of Legislative Services.

4d.   Ms. Ashman distributed a draft letter of opposition from the allied health occupation boards and 

        commission relative to the proposal to increase fees of the Maryland Health Care Commission 

        (MHCC).  Ms. Neville shared amendments to the letter based on the feedback from the other allied 

        health boards and commission.  The Board agreed to be included in the letter of opposition.    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Since Dr. Moghimi still was not in attendance, Ms. Ashman stated that Dr. Moghimi informed the  Board office of the sessions that she plans to attend at the AOTA Conference in San Diego, California on April 23 – 27, 2013.  She indicated she would seek out information on telerehabilitation.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Ms. Adams recommended the ratification of 54 occupational therapists and 11 occupational therapy assistants for a total of 65 applications.  Ms. Adams motioned to approve the applications.   Ms. Hughes seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Occupational Therapists

Ayanna Denson Ezeani – Reinstatement

Jamie Schub

Brittany Travis

Ma Dolores Abastillas – Reinstatement

Sara Hartman

Kristen Groves

Brittany VanZanten

Erin Drenning

Courtney Johnstone

Rivka Markowitz

Kristin Yip

Ashley Kaufman

Rebecca D’Epagnier

Ruth Portia

Sarah Walsh

Jessica Brown

Katherine Hutson

Michael Fasulka

Linda Chu

Sarah Welch

Kanan Desai

Marcia Rosebrock

Lydia BonGiorni

Melissa Kellner

Emily Shelley

Emily Leech

Ann Kristian Tan

Nikya Anderson – Reinstatement

Laura Hoopengardner

Christopher Heathcote

Catharine Scott

Megan Tiralla

Elianna Ference

Essence Branch

Kelley Feeheley

Rachel Jones

Devorah Melman

Amanda Barnabe

Mary Cassar

Darya Fakory

Erin Holland

Susan Lauman

Abby Reagan

Shoshana Englander

Brittany White

Bridget Ellen Quast

Omololu Majekodunmi

Megan Lehman

Sharon Ninedorf

Emily Carder

Neil Blake – Reinstatement

Paula Richards

Abby Reagan

Bharat Vallurupalli 

Occupational Therapy  Assistants

Jacqueline Mathews

Emily Franford

Laura Ryder

Marilyn Bachand-Schneider

Corey Knierim

Jessica Pagnoni

Vernell Dezurn

Carolyn Gustin-Ganie

Rachel Massop

Tamara Goulaman

Brandon Harvey

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  Ms. Ashman reminded the Board that Financial Disclosure Statements are due by April 30, 2013. 

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Ms. Stevenson re-adjourned the General Session meeting at 11:00 a.m.







Submitted by:







Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator
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