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November 18, 2005

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Benjamin Rush Building

Conference Room 

Chairperson: Claudia McInerney, MOT, OTR/L

8:30 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Linda Leimbach, MS, OTR/L


Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Cindy McKoin, MOT, OTR/L

Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Claudia McInerney, MOT, OTR/L

Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

Thaddeus Felton, Consumer Member

Nathaniel Johnson, Consumer Member

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  



Carla Farrington, M.Ed., OTR/L

Joyce Ford, COTA/L, AP

GUESTS

Robin Klein, Maryland Occupational Therapy Association (MOTA)

1. Ms. McInerney called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   Ms. McInerney welcomed 

 guest.

2. Ms. McInerney reviewed the agenda and informed the Board to note that the agenda 

items specific to Ms. Farrington will be deferred as she is unable to attend today’s 

meeting.  Ms. McKoin motioned approved; Mr. Felton seconded the motion.  The 

Board vote was unanimous.     

3. Ms. McInerney motioned for approval of the General Session Minutes for 

September 16, 2005.  Mr. Felton seconded the motion.  The Board voted 

unanimously.

REPORTS

1. Ms. McInerney reported that Ms. Farrington reviewed applicants for licensure for 

October 15, 2005.  All 10 occupational therapists and 4 occupational therapy 

assistants were approved.  Ms. Farrington also reviewed the files for November 16, 

2005. There were 12 occupational therapists and 3 occupational therapy assistants 

2006. applications reviewed.  There were 9 occupational therapists approved and 3 

occupational therapy assistants approved for licensure.  The 3 occupational therapists denied will be re-reviewed pending additional material. 

October 15, 2005

10 Occupational Therapists



4 Occupational Therapy Assistants
Glassman, Sara B.




Gordan, Brandi, D.

Hale, Jennifer




Karanja, Charles

Hinebaugh, Amy




Reasner, Kiley R.

Histon, Anne M.




Shives, Kristen A.

Lubarsky, Diane J.

Marcoon, Lisa A.

McCormick, Kathleen A.

Opioyero, Yasmeen

Smith, Carrie

Toussaint, Sylvia Marie

November 18, 2005

11Ocupational Therapists



3 Occupational Therapy Assistants
Ancrum, Retha – Reinstatement


Bosenbark, Donna

Cantello, Carol




Greenridge, Kenroy O.


Caplins, Kathy M. - Reinstatement


Vallone, Heather K.



Cohen, Lisa - Reinstatement






Fitch, Jody A.






Guevara, Christine M.

Kearney, Kristen A.

May, Jaime

Post, Jenny L.

Sabat, Katherine

Salenski, Janet C.

Thompson, Michelle

2. The Board Counsel, Mr. Gerber, informed the Board that the Board is authorized to  

issue a license indicating that the licensee cannot practice, i.e., inactive status.  Mr. 

Gerber requested that the Board use caution in this situation.  Mr. Gerber suggested to 

the Board that if it chooses to do this, it is recommended that regulations be drafted.  In addition, the information could be placed on the website, and placed in the newsletter. The Board had discussion.

2b. Mr. Gerber reported to the Board that the application fee cannot be waived for the 

victims of the Hurricane Katrina, however, there is no prohibition to refunding the 

fee.  

3. Ms. McInerney reported that a schedule has been established to finalize the   

      regulations.  The plan is to have the drafts ready for Board vote at the Board’s 

      Annual Workshop next year in 2006. 

4a.  Ms. McKoin reported that the newly appointed Board member, Ms. Ford, would 

       become a part of the continuing education review committee. 

4b.  Ms. Ashman shared an inquiry sent to the Board via email.  The Board members had 

       discussion.  The Board directed Ms. Ashman to obtain additional information from 

       the licensee so that the Board could prepare a more thoughtful response.  

4c.  Ms. Ashman reported to the Board that she is working with the Dental Board on 

       on-line licensing. 

4d.  Ms. Ashman reported that the new Board member, Ms. Ford, visited the Board office 

       for an overview on Board office functions.

4e.  Ms. McInerney summarized the Board member orientation schedule.  She stated 

       that the primary areas for training include:

1. Licensure files – Ms. Farrington

2. Continuing Education – Ms. McKoin

3. Complaint Liaison – Ms. Leimbach

4. Legislation/Regulation – Ms. McInerney

5. Board Office Operations – Ms. Ashman

     Ms. McKoin recommended that any newly appointed Board might wish to be 

     mentored by a current member for a period of three months.  In addition, orientation 

     with other members on the Board could occur as scheduled.  Ms. McInerney directed 

     Ms. Ashman to prepare an outline of the items to be included on the orientation 

     schedule.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Ms. Leimbach reported that the Board was well represented at the Maryland Occupational Therapy Association (MOTA).  In attendance were the Chairperson of the Board, Executive Director, and Legal Counsel.  Everyone’s participation was very much appreciated.  Ms. Leimbach summarized the details of the MOTA conference highlighting the approximate number in attendance for the Board’s presentation and the questions that were posed. 

Ms. McKoin summarized the conference, as well.  She conveyed a question from a licensee for the number of volunteer hours that can be potentially earned.  The Board had discussion.  The Board will modify the reference guide.  Ms. McKoin also shared the concerns of the licensees relative to high licensure fees.

2.  Ms. Ashman reported on the Annual Conference for the National Board for   Certification in Occupational Therapy Conference (NBCOT).  She pointed out that the theme of the conference was “Foreign Trained Occupational Therapist.”  Ms. Ashman stated that information was not particularly applicable to Board work in Maryland.

3. Ms. Ashman reported that a meeting is scheduled on November 30th with Dr. Margaret Bent, NBCOT, Ms. Farrington and herself to work on developing items for the Board’s updated jurisprudence exam.  

4. Ms. Klein, MOTA guest, was invited to make a presentation at the Board’s Annual Workshop in 2006.  Ms. Klein accepted the offer.  The subject will include re-entry to the field of occupational therapy as well as learning and training opportunities to change specialties.

5.  Ms. Ashman provided materials for Board review on the workshop date and possible

     locations.  The Board had discussion.  Ms. McInerney motioned that the Annual 

     Board Workshop be held at Coolfont, Berkley Springs, West Virginia on 

     Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20, 2006.  Ms. Leimbach seconded that motion.  

     Ms. McInerney, Ms. Leimbach, Mr. Felton and Mr. Johnson voted in favor and Ms.

     McKoin opposed.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Ms. Ashman reported that the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) has requested the Board reconsider participating in the Provider Program.  The continuing education committee agreed to review the information and report back to the Board.

2.   Ms. McInerney recommended that the Executive Session be placed first on the 

      agenda for the December 16th meeting.  A work session will follow 9:30 a.m. for 

review of the continuing education audits.  Several guest licensees will be invited to 

participate in the review process.    

3. All present agreed to have a holiday lunch after the Board meeting/work session on December 16th. 

4. Ms. McInerney provided statistical data on the completed audits received as of November 18, 2005.  A total of 167 audit requests were mailed in September, and 37 completed audits were received to date.  This is a 22% decrease from the audit period in 2003.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland State Government Article, Section(a)(13), Annotated Code of 

Maryland, Ms. McInerney adjourned the General Session Meeting at 11:00 a.m. 









Marilyn Pinkney









Marilyn Pinkney









Licensing Coordinator
