Greetings,

I am writing on behalf of the Governor of Maryland and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  On May 7, 2009 the Governor signed into law the Maryland Commission on Autism.

This bill establishes the Maryland Commission on Autism, staffed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) and the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), to make recommendations regarding services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders; develop a statewide plan for a system of training, treatment, and services for individuals with autism; evaluate ways to promote autism spectrum disorder awareness; and review the findings of any summit or conference convened by the State regarding autism spectrum disorders.  The commission must report its preliminary findings and    recommendations to the General Assembly by June 1, 2011, and its final report by September 30, 2012. The bill takes effect October 1, 2009, and terminates September 30, 2012.

The law requires an occupational therapist *licensed* by the State Board of Occupational Therapy Practice be appointed to the Commission.  TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, THE MEMBERS APPOINTED  TO THE COMMISSION SHOULD REFLECT THE GEOGRAPHIC, RACIAL, ETHNIC, CULTURAL, AND GENDER DIVERSITY OF THE STATE.

Commission members may not receive compensation but are entitled to reimbursement for travel expenses.

The attached Biographical Information Form must to be filled out and returned with a current copy of your resume. All materials must be SUBMITTED ON OR BEFORE June 22, 2009.  Submissions may be mailed or emailed (preferred).  

The MD State Appointments Office has asked MOTA to collect the submissions and forward them together as a group, but you can submit your forms individually.  MOTA will accept your packet emailed to this address, email.mota@gmail.com, until midnight June 20th.  *Please type in the subject line, "Autism Commission Seat Application for [your name]."  For those individuals who prefer to mail materials to MOTA, the envelope must be postmarked no later than June 18th.  Please send to MOTA, PO Box 2742, Columbia, MD 21045.

Thank you for your assistance and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Anna Lieberman, Administrator

Office of Appointments and Executive Nominations 

201 W. Preston Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

Office - 410-767-4049

Fax - 410-767-6483

alieberman@dhmh.state.md.us

