To:

Occupational Therapy Licensees 

From:  
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy Practice

55 Wade Avenue, Benjamin Rush Building

Baltimore, MD 21228

Date:

November 29, 2004

Subject:   
O.T. NEWS RELEASE    

Board Member News

Welcome Pastor Nathaniel Johnson, consumer member newly appointed to the Board of Practice.

Continuing Education News

1. The timeframe for continuing education for the 2006 renewal extends from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2005.

2. A licensee may earn up to 2 hours of continuing education credit by attending a meeting of the Board of Practice.

3. A licensee may earn 2 hours of continuing education credit by completing the Board’s jurisprudence exam.

Disciplinary Actions

1. The Board has hired a new investigator to work with the Board on investigating complaints.  Our investigator comes to the Board with more than 28 years of experience and training as an officer on the Maryland State Police Force and the Maryland Commission on Human Relations.

2. Final Orders of the Board are considered public information and are posted on the Board’s website: www.MDOTBOARD.ORG
Jurisprudence Exam – Update

1. Beginning in December 2004, the Board’s jurisprudence exam is scheduled to be available on-line.  As the result of a partnership between the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) and the Maryland Board of Practice, the Board’s jurisprudence exam will be available for access 24/7 simply by visiting the NBCOT website: www.NBCOT.ORG
2. Anyone completing the exam on-line will be able to immediately know his/her score for use with the initial application for licensure.  A listing of individuals who have completed the exam will be provided by NBCOT to the Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy Practice.  A Certificate of Completion will be available from the Board office for documentation of continuing education.

Workforce Trends

1. "According to NBCOT in press releases dated January 29, 2004,  the number of new graduates from accredited occupational therapy educational programs taking the entry-level OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST REGISTERED (OTR) Certification Examination has declined from 2000 to 2003 by 39%.  During 2000, a total of 5,672 new graduates took the OTR certification examination.  In 2003, a total of 3,480 new graduates took the examination.  
2. The number of new graduates from accredited occupational therapy assistant educational programs taking the entry-level CERTIFIED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANT COTA (COTA) Certification Examination has declined from 1998 to 2003 by 75%.  During 1998, a total of 3,595 new graduates took the COTA certification examination.  In 2003, a total of 920 took the examination."
3. Regarding licensure trends, the following is from the Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy licensure records:

a.  Licensure Renewal for Occupational Therapists declined by 7% from 2002 to 2004; for Occupational Therapy Assistants there was a decline of 8% from 2002 to 2004.

b.  Total Licensure Applications increased by 21% from 2002 to 2003 and then declined by 7% from 2003 to 2004.  The net increase in applications from 2002 -2004 was 14%
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