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General Session Minutes

September 20, 2013

September 20, 2013

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Vice Chairperson: Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L

8:30 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L, CAPS, FAOTA

Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM



Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

A. Cassaundra Brown, Consumer Member

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT

Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson

GUEST

Claudia McInerney, MOTA

1.  Ms. Stevenson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

2. Ms. Hughes motioned to approve the minutes.  Ms. Adams seconded the motion.  The

      Board voted unanimously in favor.

3. Ms. Stevenson welcomed the new consumer member, A. Cassaundra Brown.  

Ms. Stevenson also welcomed the guest, Ms. Claudia McInerney, MOTA.

REPORTS

1. Ms. Ashman inquired of Mr. Gerber, Board Counsel, if the Board Office staff could destroy discipline cases documentation once cases are closed and the documentation has been digitally scanned.  Mr. Gerber stated he would research the issue and 

provide a response at the next Board meeting in October.

2. Ms. Ashman distributed a draft copy of the legislative proposal, Child Abuse

Mandated Reporter Training and Discipline.  The Board had discussion.  The Board 

stated that, if this proposal is adopted, meeting this requirement at the time of initial 

licensure would be preferred over doing so during the renewal process.

2a.  The Board was given an update on the national background check summary project.

       This agenda item is ongoing.

3. Ms. Hughes and Mr. Kshepakaran informed the Board that the continuing education 

review process is business as usual with no items needing Board review at this time.

4. Ms. Ashman would like assistance from the Board regarding an email inquiry.  The Board had discussion.  Ms. Stevenson motioned that per the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 10.46.01 an occupational therapy assistant (OTA) may not complete the functional independence measure instrument (FIM instrument) prior to an initial evaluation being conducted by an occupational therapist.  Ms. Gupta seconded the motion.  The Board discussion continued.   The motion passed as follows:

All In Favor




Kamala Stevenson





Meena Gupta

Cassaunda Brown

Iyna Adams

All Opposed

Mr. Kshepakaran

Vanessa Hughes





Ms. Ashman will draft a response to the initial inquiry.

4b.  Ms. Ashman stated that the legislative audit is still ongoing.

4c.  Ms. Ashman updated the Board term report and will provide an updated print out to

       the Board members.

4d.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board of the upcoming New Board Member Orientation 

       scheduled for November 4, 2013 from 8:00 am. - 3:30 p.m. at the UMBC 

       Technology Center.  Ms. Hughes and Ms. Brown are planning to attend.  

       Ms. Pinkney will forward the attendees names to Ms. Kristen Neville, Legislative

       Representative for Boards and Commission.

4e.  Ms. Ashman summarized and explained to the Board the ethics commission

       reporting requirements and their role as a board member.  She stated that this would 

       be further discussed at the upcoming Board Member Orientation Program.

4f.  Ms. Ashman provided the Board members, for their reference, additional frequently 

       asked questions and answers regarding the ethics commission.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Ms. Ashman provided a summary of the Kinesiotherapy workgroup for the new

consumer member.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that no one was able to attend 

the last meeting due to some confusion about the date and time. 

2. Ms. Adams provided a draft copy of her presentation for the upcoming MOTA

Conference.  She suggested that Board members review it and bring it back to her 

after the adjournment of the meeting.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board members that 

reimbursement for expenses incurred while attending the MOTA Conference could be 

submitted to the Board office for processing.

3.  Ms. Stevenson is planning to attend the NBCOT Conference on November 8 - 9, 2013

     in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Ms. Ashman is checking her calendar to determine if she will be 

     able to attend.

4. Ms. Ashman informed the Board that funding is available for the Board to have its 

workshop and the current timeframe is tentatively in early 2014.  The Board will 

further the discussion on a date as time grows near and agenda items are identified.

5. Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the opportunity to register for the AOTA 

Conference does not start until December 2013.  She stated that the Board also has 

the funding for all Board members to attend this national conference in April 2014.  

The Board members will receive the additional information once it becomes available

in December.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  Ms. Adams will present applications for ratification after the executive session.

2.  Ms. Ashman provided a copy of the draft MOTA survey for board review.  The Board

     had discussion.  The Board suggested adding a question relative to the new regulation 

     permitting a waiver of continuing education for licensees who maintain certification 

     with NBCOT. 

2a.  Ms. Ashman shared information from MOTA regarding issues of concern to them.  

      These include reimbursement and telehealth/license portability.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Due to the schedule conflicts in October and November, Ms. Ashman suggested

inviting Ms. Jocelind Julien to the December Board meeting to say farewell and 

recognize her dedicated service to the Board.  The Board agreed this 

would be a more festive time of year to extend the invitation to Ms. Julien.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Ms. Stevenson adjourned the General Session meeting at 11:15 a.m.

Ms. Stevenson reopened the General Session meeting at 1:27 p.m.

1. Ms. Adams motioned to ratify the September applicants: 39 occupational therapists

and 21 occupational therapy assistants for 60.  Ms. Brown motioned to approve the 

applications for licensure.  Ms. Hughes seconded the motion.  The Board voted 

unanimously in favor.

Jackie DeNio-Waggoner
Occupational Therapist

Kathryn Kelly
Occupational Therapist

Katherine King
Occupational Therapist 

Sapna Bansil
Occupational Therapist

Aimee Quattrochi
Occupational Therapist 

Rita Patterson – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist 

Sarah Singalla
Occupational Therapist

Jennifer Norris
Occupational Therapist

Heather Galm
Occupational Therapist

Megan Connolly
Occupational Therapist

Jessica Gertz
Occupational Therapist

Jeronimo Jimenez
Occupational Therapist

Stephanie Ponzio
Occupational Therapist

Shannon Swenson
Occupational Therapist

Brittainy Wierzbicki
Occupational Therapist

Janell Wilson
Occupational Therapist

Andrea Brown
Occupational Therapist

Harmeet Virk
Occupational Therapist

Danielle Ferris
Occupational Therapist

Michelle Uhl
Occupational Therapist

Julia McGinley
Occupational Therapist

Sarah Schneider
Occupational Therapist

Kimberly Townsend
Occupational Therapist

Ka Kei Lon
Occupational Therapist 

Mohammad Akhtar
Occupational Therapist

Amanda Parker
Occupational Therapist

Amy Leach – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Jennifer Geiger
Occupational Therapist

Azadeh Karami
Occupational Therapist

Kristen Chaney
Occupational Therapist

Marissa Pacifico
Occupational Therapist

Emily Slinko
Occupational Therapist

Jessica Sobul
Occupational Therapist

Christine Milazzo
Occupational Therapist 

Fanny Mandelberger
Occupational Therapist

Lauren Burdulis
Occupational Therapist

Jennifer Geiger
Occupational Therapist

Rebecca Haworth
Occupational Therapist 

Whitney Woodward
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                       39                                                                                                                                                       


Pamela Margroff
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Andrea Whittington
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lindsay Cofiell
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Katie Danna
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Kellie Gray
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Justine Kercher
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jefrey Mead
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lakesha Walton
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Adam Wiley
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Beth Wise
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Kristin Kisner
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Faithful Ani
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Salina McCoy
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Ashley Green
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Kasey Tormanen
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Barbara Mitchell
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Andrea Munson
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lyndsay Jarnagin
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Heidi Croyle
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Felishia Jones
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Charity Bird
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                     21                                             
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Ms. Stevenson readjourned the General Session meeting at 1:29 p.m.






Submitted by:


Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator   
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