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General Session Minutes

January 18, 2013

Friday, January 18, 2013
The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Vice Chairperson: Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L

10:00 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Grant Gerber – Board Counsel

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L



Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

Jocelind Julien, Consumer Member

1.  Ms. Stevenson called the General Session meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

Ms. Stevenson read the following statement:  Except in instances when the Board of Occupational Therapy 

expressly invites public testimony, questions, comments, or other forms of public participation is otherwise 

authorized by law, no member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.

2. Ms. Julien motioned to approve the amended General Session Agenda – January 18, 2013.  Ms. Adams 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

3. Ms. Adams motioned to approve the General Session Minutes – November 16, 2012.  Ms. Gupta 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

REPORTS

1. Mr. Gerber provided an update to the Board on the Child Support Enforcement Agreement.  There has been no consensus on the format for the data to date.  Meanwhile, the Board will be contacted by the Department of Human Resources when the data is needed.

2a.  Ms. Ashman shared with the Board a summary of a proposed bill that authorizes Boards to implement 

       paperless licensure renewals.  Mr. Gerber clarified that the OT Board regulations already enable the 

       OT Board to implement paperless renewals.  The Board office will continue to notify licensees of the 

       need to renew via a postcard delivered by US mail as well as by email notice.  A renewed license with 

       the expiration date of 6/30/yearly will be distributed in 2013.  License verification will be available via 

       the Board’s website 24/7.  Newly licensed individuals will be issued a license with an expiration date 

       of 6/30/yearly.  Mr. Kshepakaran made a proposal to eliminate the pocket license as well.  Ms. 

       Stevenson motioned to eliminate the pocket license.  Ms. Adams seconded the motion.  The Board 

       voted unanimously in favor.

2b.  The Board’s proposal for Chapter 10.46.04 will be published in The Maryland Register for public 

       comment on January 25, 2013.  Thereafter, the public will have 30 days, until February 25, 2013, to 

       comment on the proposal.

2c.  Mr. Gerber shared that the Board of Dental Examiners will process its renewals with the current 

       L2000 software again this year.

2d.  Mr. Gerber summarized SB180 – Naturopathic Medicine.  The Board will be kept apprised of this 

       proposal throughout the Session.

2e.  The Board had discussion on an inquiry received from Ms. Karen James, OTR, CHT on behalf of the 

      Athletic Trainers.  Mr. Gerber recommended that the Board attend the Athletic Trainers’ open meetings 

      or download the minutes in order to be kept informed.  Ms. Ashman will contact the Athletic Trainers’ 

      representative to come and speak to the OT Board at an upcoming OT Board meeting.

2f.  Mr. Gerber is working on the current proposed Public Information Act policy.  The Board can send 

       comments to Mr. Gerber, if any, before it is forwarded to the Secretary.  Mr. Gerber indicated that the 

       changes will have little impact on the Board.

2g.  Ms. Ashman and Mr. Gerber updated the Board on various legislative proposals being considered 

      during the 2013 Session.  They will keep the Board updated throughout the process.

3.   Ms. Adams and Mr. Kshepakaran reported that continuing education reviews are being processed 

       business as usual.

3a.  Mr. Kshepakaran updated the Board on the status of the jurisprudence exam.  The jurisprudence exam 

       will be sent to the full Board via email for further review.  This item will be placed back on the 

       next scheduled Board’s agenda.

4.  Mr. Gerber still has a couple of questions regarding the Telerehabilitation proposal and will follow-up 

       with Ms. Ashman before the next scheduled Board meeting.

4a.  Ms. Ashman reported that the Board has a very tight budget and does not expect to have a surplus this 

       fiscal year.  The renewal fees for 2013 will be $136.00 for OT’s and $105.00 for OTA’s.  This 

       collection is not expected to produce any surplus.

4b.  Ms. Ashman stated that if a scheduled disciplinary hearing goes forward on February 15, 2013, the 

       Board would not have a general session meeting on that day.  The Board cleared the meeting schedule 

       in anticipation of a hearing.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Ms. Ashman reported that as a result of the recent favorable Sunset Evaluation, legislation will be 

proposed to extend the Board’s termination to July 1, 2025, the Board was waived from the full Sunset 

review evaluation and a thank you letter was sent and signed by the Chairperson and herself.

2. Dr. Moghimi confirmed that she will represent the Board in April 2013 at the Annual AOTA 

Conference being held in San Diego, California.

NEW BUSINESS

1.   Ms. Adams reported the ratification of 17 occupational therapists and 10 occupational therapy assistants 

      for December 2012 as well as 10 occupational therapists and 6 occupational therapy assistants for 

      January 2013.  Ms. Stevenson motioned to approve the applicants.  Mr. Kshepakaran seconded the 

      motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

December 2012

Titania Thurman
Occupational Therapist

Rebekka Sloan
Occupational Therapist

Alicia Freidenrich
Occupational Therapist 

Valerie Miller
Occupational Therapist 

John Paulo C. Tan
Occupational Therapist

Barbara Hill 
Occupational Therapist

Abigail McNair
Occupational Therapist 

Jenny Williams
Occupational Therapist

Susan Dubuque – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Lori Nilles 
Occupational Therapist

Annette Dunn – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Steven Flathers
Occupational Therapist

Constance Lindeman – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Caitlin Paul
Occupational Therapist

Bhart Vulluruvalli
Occupational Therapist 

Melissa Jones
Occupational Therapist

Latasha Golston
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                       17                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


Tara Vaughan
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Aimee Powell
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Renee Green
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Marianne Johnson
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lisa Kardel
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Abreona Ramos  
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Tonya Knotts
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Chana Fried
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Candice Brimage


Milagros Del Rocio Vera
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                      10
Occupational Therapy Assistant

January 2013

Heidi Soerensen – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Kelly Barefoot
Occupational Therapist

Jacqueline Kendona
Occupational Therapist 

Maria Dolores Abastillas



Occupational Therapist

Sarah Walsh
Occupational Therapist

Ayanna Denson Ezeani – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Lauren Petrun
Occupational Therapist

Alan Carpio
Occupational Therapist

Nichole Murawski
Occupational Therapist

Toni Vaughan
Occupational Therapist 

Total OT’s                                                        10


Julie Nicholson – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Amy Willison
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Danielle Fousek
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Brain Cooper
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Joshua Yeager
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Nancy Scholl
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                     6
Occupational Therapy Assistant


Occupational Therapy Assistant

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Mr. Kshepakaran announced he has been nominated to receive the “AOTA Roster of Fellows Award” at the upcoming AOTA Annual Conference in April 2013.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Ms. Stevenson adjourned the General Session meeting at 10:55 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi reopened the General Session meeting at 11:23 a.m.

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Dr. Moghimi readjourned the General Session meeting at 12:05 p.m.







Submitted by:







Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator   
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