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General Session Minutes

March 15, 2013


Friday, March 15, 2013

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Chairperson: Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L

8:30 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Richard Bloom, Board Counsel

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L



Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM

Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

Jocelind Julien, Consumer Member








ABSENT








Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

GUEST

Efrat Levner, OTR/L - MOTA

1.   Dr. Moghimi called the General Session meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi read the following statement:  Except in instances when the Board of Occupational Therapy 

expressly invites public testimony, questions, comments, or other forms of public participation is otherwise 

authorized by law, no member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.

2.   Dr. Moghimi and the full Board welcomed Ms. Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L, the newly appointed Board 

      member.  

3. Dr. Moghimi and the full Board extended congratulations to Mr. Kshepakaran as a recipient of the – Roster of Fellows Award from AOTA which will be presented at the AOTA Annual Conference in April, 2013.

4. Ms. Stevenson motioned to approve the General Session Agenda – March 15, 2013.  Ms. Adams 

seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

5. Mr. Kshepakaran motioned to approve the General Session Minutes – January 15, 2013.  Ms. Stevenson seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

REPORTS

1. Mr. Richard Bloom, Office of Attorney General substituted for Mr. Grant Gerber, Board Counsel.  

1a.  The Board had discussion on the Board’s proposed telerehabilitation position statement.   Dr. Moghimi 

       will follow-up with Mr. Gerber regarding his concerns.  After the discussion with Mr. Gerber, if 

       approved, The Board would like to post the position statement on the Board’s website and solicit 

       feedback from licensees and the general public.

2.   Ms. Ashman provided information on the 2013 paperless renewal project.   The Board is currently 

       “going green” with online renewal and online verification.  The hard copy renewal will still be 

       available, if needed.  In addition, the Board’s database software supplier has indicated that a “smart 

       phone app” will be available in the near future.

2a. Ms. Ashman reported on Chapter 10.46.04 proposed regulations that will waive a licensee of Board 

      required continuing education if that licensee maintains current certification with NBCOT.  Ms. 

      Ashman reported no public comments were received during the public comment period.  Ms. Ashman 

      shared that the new requirements will be sent to new licenses and renewal licenses in 2013.  This 

      change will become effective for 2014 renewal period.  

2b.  Ms. Ashman provided a listing of current legislative proposed bills relative to The Board and 

       healthcare in general.  The Board had discussion. 

2c.  Ms. Adams discussed a continuing education submission.  After discussion, the Board approved the 

course for role related credit.  All other continuing education submissions were reviewed, business as 

usual.

3.    Mr. Kshepakaran provided a draft of the jurisprudence exam.   The Board had discussion.  There were 

       amendments made to the draft.   Mr. Kshepakaran will forward the final draft to the Board office for 

       staff to review.  

4.    Dr. Moghimi recognized a guest present, Ms. Levener, OTR/L.  Ms. Levner, OTR/L provided more 

       information regarding an inquiry she submitted.  The Board had discussion.  The Board provided a 

       response to her inquiry.

4a.  Ms. Ashman and the Board had discussion on a written inquiry that Ms. Ashman previously prepared 

       for a Board inquiry.  Mr. Bloom agreed that the response provided was accurate.

4b.   The Board discussed committee assignments.  Ms. Adams will review new applications while Mr. 

        Kshepakaran and Ms. Hughes will review the continuing education sponsor and individual 

        submissions.  

4c.  Ms. Ashman updated the Board that the 2013 license renewal instructions will be mailed to licensees 

       by the end of March.  Ms. Ashman provided an update that a customer service survey is now included 

       in the renewal.  An eblast will also be sent out to licensees alerting them of the upcoming renewal. 

4d.   Ms. Ashman stated that the renewal fees are $150 for OT’s and $105 for OTA’s.  Ms. Ashman 

        reported that she does not anticipate any fiscal surplus this year or next year, based on the current 

        renewal fees.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Dr. Moghimi thanked the Board office for assisting in traveling arrangements for the upcoming AOTA Annual Conference.  Dr. Moghimi shared some of the workshops she will be attending on behalf of the Board. 

2. Dr. Moghimi received a request to attend an OT Advisory Caucus Meeting on May 7 or May 14 at 

Allegany College.  Mr. Kshepakaran indicated that he will also attend with Dr. Moghimi.

NEW BUSINESS

1.   Ms. Adams reported the ratification of 26 occupational therapists and 10 occupational therapy assistants 

      for February 2013.  In addition, 13 occupational therapists and 3 occupational therapy assistants were 

      approved for March 2013, of which 1 occupational therapy assistant was reviewed and approved in the 

      executive session.  Mr. Kshepakaran motioned to approve the applicants.  Ms. Gupta seconded the 

      motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Erika Lawyer
Occupational Therapist

Diane Sharr
Occupational Therapist

Jaime Schwartz
Occupational Therapist 

Nicole VanderZouwen
Occupational Therapist 

Denise Heim
Occupational Therapist 

Kara Trachenberg
Occupational Therapist 

Jacquiline Brazil
Occupational Therapist 

Jennifer Hahn
Occupational Therapist 

Bethany Klein
Occupational Therapist

Marlene Amellabon
Occupational Therapist

Elizabeth Donohue
Occupational Therapist

Sarah Taggart
Occupational Therapist

Casey Martin
Occupational Therapist

Amanda Mezei
Occupational Therapist

Julie Lauren Kobylarek
Occupational Therapist

Devorah Bernstein
Occupational Therapist

Rachel Schwarzschild
Occupational Therapist

LeeAnn Baird
Occupational Therapist

Olufunmilola Dosunmu
Occupational Therapist

Margaret Valaer
Occupational Therapist

Sara Shapiro
Occupational Therapist

Miranda Showalter
Occupational Therapist

Ikechukwu Igbo
Occupational Therapist

Crismae Olay
Occupational Therapist

Emily Thomas
Occupational Therapist

Miranda Hellman
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                      26                                                          


Deena Leonard
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lindsey Miles
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Lauren Sinnott
Occupational Therapy Assistant

John-Patrick Arey
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Rivka Gerstenfeld


Hollie Thomas
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Melinda Huff
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Miranda Nixon
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Kelly Williams
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Gladys Cooper
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                     10
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Allan Carpio
Occupational Therapist

Stephanie Morris
Occupational Therapist

Angelika Osowski
Occupational Therapist 

Debra Follis 
Occupational Therapist 

Chana Steinberg   
Occupational Therapist 

Shelby Kamenstein
Occupational Therapist 

Kara Wheeler
Occupational Therapist 

Tiffany Harris
Occupational Therapist 

Matthew Toney
Occupational Therapist

George Isaac
Occupational Therapist

Kristian Casala
Occupational Therapist

Sandra Reiger – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Kristen Ritz
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                            13                                                      


Brittany Wilson
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Marlene Bromfield
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Erin Kidd
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                       3
Occupational Therapy Assistant

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  There were no announcements for discussion.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Ms. Stevenson adjourned the General Session meeting at 10:35 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi reopened the General Session meeting at 11:20 a.m.

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Dr. Moghimi readjourned the General Session meeting at 11:24 a.m.







Submitted by:







Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator   
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