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General Session Minutes

May 17, 2013


Friday, May 17, 2013

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Chairperson: Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L

8:30 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L



Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM

Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L

Jocelind Julien, Consumer Member

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

GUEST

Kristen Neville, Regulations Coordinator for Boards & Commission

Sharon Bloom, Executive Assistant to Paula Hollinger, DHMH

Paula Hollinger, Associate Director, Health Workforce, DHMH

1.   Dr. Moghimi called the General Session meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi read the following statement:  Except in instances when the Board of Occupational Therapy 

expressly invites public testimony, questions, comments, or other forms of public participation is otherwise 

authorized by law, no member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.

2. Ms. Stevenson motioned to approve the General Session agenda – May 17, 2013.  Ms. 

      Adams seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

3. Ms. Julien motioned to approve the General Session Minutes.  Ms. Adams seconded the

       motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

REPORTS

1. Ms. Ashman reported that the revised version of COMAR 10.46.04 will become effective May 27, 2013.

2. Ms. Ashman reported on new legislation relative to expediting licensure for military veterans.  The Board’s current procedures should be adequate for achieving compliance with the regulations.  However, as more requests from military veterans are received, the Board can reassess whether or not new regulations will be needed. 

2b.  Ms. Ashman and the Board office staff attended the Sunset Bill signing in Annapolis on

 May 2, 2013.

3. Ms. Hughes reported that review of continuing education submissions she has reviewed  is business as usual, and that no current issues are in need of Board discussion. Mr. Kshepakaran, however, reported on a continuing education submission that was awarded Board-approved contact hours during a review by a Board member in a previous year.  The same submission has been re-submitted, but in light of current regulation, the course will now qualify only as a role related activity.  The Board had discussion about these types of discrepancies that may arise from year to year.  It was concluded that this would sometimes occur as regulations change and/or Board member interpretations of the regulations change.

4. The Board had discussion regarding an email inquiry.  Ms. Ashman will provide a response to the inquiry.

      4a. Ms. Ashman shared with the Board that Robin Elliot, MOTA Lobbyist, inquired about  

returning to a two year renewal cycle. The Board had some discussion and determined that more information would be needed.  For example, how many licensees share this preference, what is the goal, what is the impact.

      4b. Ms. Ashman reported that the renewal process is going smoothly with the on time 

renewal deadline of May 31, 2013 fast approaching.  A late period renewal option of June 

1 – 30, 2013 is available, but there will be a $25 late fee.   Ms. Ashman stated that an 

eblast would be sent before the deadline informing all active licensees that have not yet 

renewed that there is still time to complete the process.  

      4c.  Ms. Neville, Legislative Coordinator, informed the Board that legislation was passed this 

past session permitting email notification of license renewal instead of sending them to 

the last known address via U.S. Mail.

      4d. Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the legislative audit is currently ongoing.  

      4e.  Ms. Neville informed the Board that a letter of opposition was sent to the Maryland 

Healthcare Cost Commission (MHCC) in response to their proposed fee increase.  The 

MHCC subsequently attended an Administrator’s meeting and explained the reason for 

the increase.  In addition MHCC staff offered to handle any licensee questions or 

complaints directly rather than leaving it to the Boards.  

     4f.   Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the Department has implemented a requirement for 

all Board staff to complete an on-line ethics course.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

      1.   Dr. Moghimi summarized the Annual American Occupational Therapy Association 

(AOTA) Conference that she attended in San Diego, California on 

April 23 – 27, 2013.  She sought information on the topic of Telehealth and shared

that it is a national conversation.  She stated that The Board is very timely with its

Telerehabilitation position statement.

· Mr. Kshepakaran also attended the annual AOTA conference to receive the Roster of Fellows Award along with attending numerous poster sessions.

      1a.  Ms. Ashman reminded the Board members that AOTA would hold their 2014 Annual 

 Conference in April in Baltimore and all board members are encouraged to attend on 

 behalf of the Board.  

      2.   Mr. Kshepakaran and Dr. Moghimi attended an OT Advisory Meeting on May 7, 2013 in 

Allegheny County.  Mr. Kshepakaran summarized the meeting.  The Board had 

discussion and thanked Dr. Moghimi and Mr. Kshepakaran for participating in this 

community outreach.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Ms. Adams reported that 2 applications of initial licensure will be referred for Board consideration during the Executive Session.  Therefore, the review of the balance of  applications for initial licensure will also be considered for ratification after the close of the Executive Session.

2. Ms. Ashman reported that the term of Ms. Julien, Consumer Member, would end in July 2013.  Ms. Hughes’ term also will end, but she is eligible for reappointment in July 2013.  Ms. Hughes stated that she has completed all paperwork necessary for the reappointment.

ANNOUNCEMENT

1. Ms. Neville, Legislative Coordinator, informed The Board of a bill being introduced next legislative session.  The Office of Health Care Quality (OHCQ) agency is proposing to perform national background checks on potential and current employees.  Ms. Neville, will keep the Board apprised if there is a direct impact.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13),  Annotated Code of Maryland, Dr. Moghimi adjourned the General Session meeting at 10:20 a.m.

Dr. Moghimi reopened the General Session meeting at 11:30 a.m.

1. Ms. Adams motioned to ratify 25 occupational therapists and 12 occupational

      therapy assistants.  Ms. Hughes 2nd the motion to approve the applicants. The Board voted

      unanimously in favor.

Erika Johnson
Occupational Therapist

Judith Adams – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Neil Blake – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist 

Jillian Keefe
Occupational Therapist

Carolyn Scheideman
Occupational Therapist 

Kristian Anthony Casala
Occupational Therapist 

Tim Howe
Occupational Therapist

Holly Marcum
Occupational Therapist

Shara Stone
Occupational Therapist

Diana Varvara
Occupational Therapist

Fatma Sahin
Occupational Therapist

Lisa Ellis
Occupational Therapist

Bolanle Onigbanjo
Occupational Therapist

Tanya Sitton
Occupational Therapist

Dena Grauer
Occupational Therapist

Cassie Akins
Occupational Therapist

Michael Wolfe
Occupational Therapist

Jonathan Chennault
Occupational Therapist

Michelle Death
Occupational Therapist

Ryerson Stinson
Occupational Therapist

Maria Fatima Castro
Occupational Therapist

Krishunda Sargent
Occupational Therapist

Brooke Sapp
Occupational Therapist

Lauren Walters
Occupational Therapist

Kelsey Bicking
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                       25                                                   


Brittany Aruffo
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jane Isleib
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Dolores Strahl
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Alisha Cook
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Nicole Miszler
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Luzviminda Driscoll
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Cynthia Hall
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Carol Wales
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Antonia Guinther  - Reinstatement
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Cheryl Hayduk
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Joshua Felton
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                     12


Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13), Annotated Code of Maryland, Dr. Moghimi adjourned the General Session meeting at 11:33 a.m. 







Submitted by:



Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator   
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