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Carol A. Deel, LCPC, LCMFT, Chair _

Maryland State Board of Professional Counselors & Therapists
4201 Patterson Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21215

RE: Surrender of License to Practice Clinical Professional Counseling

License Number: LC1776
Case Number: 2014-04

Dear Ms. Deel and Members of the Board:

| have decided to PERMANENTLY SURRENDER my license to practice Clinical
Professional Counseling in the State of Maryland, License Number LC1776, effective
immediately. | understand that upon the Board's acceptance of this permanent letter of
surrender of my license, | may not represent myself to the public by title, by description
of services, methods or procedures, or otherwise that | am a professional counselor.
Moreover, | may not engage in the practice of Clinical Professional Counseling in the
State of Maryland, with or without supervision and/or compensation, as it is defined in
the Maryland Professional Counselors and Therapists Act (the “Act”), Md. Code Ann.,
Health Occ. (“Health Occ.”), §§ 17-101 et seq., (2009 Repl. Vol. & 2013 Supp.) and
other applicable laws.” In other words, as of the effective date of this Letter of
Surrender, | understand that the surrender of my license means that | am in the same
position as an unlicensed individual in the State of Maryland.

| understand that this Letter of Surrender is a PUBLIC DOCUMENT and, upon
the Board’s acceptance, becomes a FINAL ORDER of the Board.

My decision to surrender my license to practice as a Clinical Professional
Counselor in the State of Maryland has been prompted by an investigation of my license
by the Maryland State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists (the “Board”)
and the Maryland Office of the Attorney General based on evidence supporting that |
engaged in sexual misconduct with a client (“Client A”). The investigation resulted in the

' I have not been able to practice clinical professional counseling since March 18, 2014, when the Board
summarily suspended my license to practice professional counseling.
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Board’s issuance of a March 18, 2014 Order of Summary Suspension of my license,
and subsequently | was charged under the Act? Specifically, the Board made
investigative findings in the Order of Summary Suspension that | had engaged in sexual
misconduct with Client A. On May 1, 2014, the Board charged me on the same basis,
under Health Occ. § 17-509 of the Act, specifically for: 1) violating the code of ethics
adopted by the Board in violation of Health Occ. § 17-509(8); 2) knowingly violating any
provision of Title 17 of the Health Occupations Article in violation of Health Occ. § 17-
509(9); 3) violating rules and regulations of the Board in violation of Health Occ. § 17-
509(13)(specifically10.58.03.04A(14),10.58.03.04B(3),10.58.03.05A(2)(a),10.58.03.05B
(1)(a),10.58.03.09, 10.58.03.09B(1) and 10.58.03.09C; and 4) committing an act of
immoral or unprofessional conduct in the practice of licensed professional counseling in
violation of Health Occ. § 17-509(16). Client A’s diagnoses included bipolar disorder
and post-traumatic stress disorder. | treated her from approximately April 2013 through
September 3, 2013. The sexual relationship began sometime in September 2013 and
continued through December 2013.°

| have decided to permanently surrender my license to practice as a clinical
professional counselor in the State of Maryland as | wish to avoid further investigation
and prosecution for violating the Act. | acknowledge that if the case were to proceed to
an evidentiary hearing, the Board would submit evidence to support the charges that |
engaged in sexual misconduct with a client. | acknowledge that for all purposes
relevant to medical licensure, those charges will be treated as if proven and constitute
findings that | violated § 17-509(8), (9), (13) and (16).

| wish to state clearly that | have voluntarily, knowingly and freely chosen to
submit this permanent Letter of Surrender, have cooperated with the Board in its
investigation of the allegations against me, and have complied with the Board'’s
requests. | understand that by executing this Letter of Surrender, | am waiving any right
| may have to contest the Board’'s charges in a formal evidentiary hearing at which |
would have had the right to counsel, to confront witnesses, to give testimony, to call
witnesses on my own behalf and all other substantive and procedural protections
provided by law, including the right to appeal.

| affirm that | am not currently practicing as a clinical professional counselor in
any capacity or location in the State of Maryland. | have notified all of my active
patients that | am no longer practicing clinical professional counseling in Maryland and
made efforts to refer them to another clinical professional counselor for therapy.

| affirm that on or before the Board’s acceptance of this Letter of Surrender, |
shall present to the Board my original license, number LC1776, any renewal certificates
and my most recent wallet-sized renewal card. | understand that the Board will advise
the Federation of State Counseling Boards and the National Practitioners Data Bank of

2 This Letter of Surrender supersedes the Board’s March 18, 2014 Order of Summary Suspension.
® There is some dispute in fact regarding the dates of the sexual relationship, but agreement within the

confines of these dates.
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this Letter of Surrender and in any response to an inquiry, that | have surrendered my
license in lieu of disciplinary action under the Act as resolution of the matters pending
against me. | also understand that in the event | apply for a license in any form in any
other state or jurisdiction, this Letter of Surrender and the underlying investigative
documents may be released or published by the Board to the same extent as a final
order that would result from disciplinary action, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., State Gov't.,
§§ 10-611 ef seq. (2009 Repl. Vol. & 2013 Supp.), and that this Letter of Surrender is
considered a disciplinary action by the Board.

| further recognize and agree that by tendering this Letter of Surrender my
license will remain permanently surrendered. In other words, | agree that | have no right
to reapply for a license to practice clinical professional counseling in the State of
Maryland. | further agree that the Board is not obligated to consider any application for
licensure that | might file at a future date and that | waive any hearing rights that | might
possess regarding any such application.

| acknowledge that | may not rescind this Letter of Surrender in part or in its
entirety for any reason whatsoever. Finally, | wish to make clear that | have consulted
with counsel before signing this Letter of Surrender. | understand both the nature of the
Board’s actions and this Letter of Surrender fully. | acknowledge that | understand and
comprehend the language, meaning and terms and effect of this Letter of Surrender. |
make this decision knowingly and voluntarily and without any duress. '

Sincerely,

Lisa Cozier

Read and Approved:

WW

Cxymilla Rogers, RIN., M@.N., Esquire
Atforney for Lisa ier

NOTARY

STATE OF MARYLAND
CITY/COUNTY OF _Bt Hinue—
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| HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 3= day of PN, ) , 2014,
before me, a Notary Public of the State and City/County aforesaid, personally appeared
Lisa Cozier, and declared and affirmed under the penalties of perjury that signing the
foregoing Letter of Surrender was her voluntary act and deed.

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial seal.

Notary Public ,
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On this 30 day of :gvﬂ-Q/ . 2014, |, Carol A. Deel,

LCPC, LCMFT, on behalf of the Board, accépt Lisa Cozier's PUBLIC SURRENDER of
her license to practice as a Clinical Professional Counselor in the State of Maryland.
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Carol A. Deel, LCPC, LCMFT, Chair
Maryland State Board of Professional
Counselors and Therapists




