IN THE MATTER GF . BEFORE THE MARYLAND
VINCENT E. HILL, M.D, : STATE BOARD OF
APPLICANT . MORTICIANS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

- CASE NUMBER: 2010~ 048

CONSENT ORDER
On July 1. 2010, the Maryland State Board of Morticians and Funeral Dirsctors
(the “Board") notified Vincent E. Hill, M.D.' (the “Applicant”), D.O.B. 05/18/52, of the
Board's initial denial of his Application for Licensure under the Maryland Morticians and
Funaral Diractors Act (the “Act"), Md. Health Oce. Code Ann. §§ 7-101 et seq. (2008
Rapl Vol.). The psrinent provisions stats:

Health Oce. § 7-303 Qualifications of applicants for mortician or funeral director
license

(b) Examinaticns; issuance of license, — The Board shall examine all applications
for licensure for the practice of mortuary science or funeral direction and shall
issue the mortician or funeral director license to an individual who:

(1) Is judged to be of good moral character.
Health Oce. § 7-316 Denials, reprimands, suspensions, and revocations -
Grounds.

(a) In general. — Subject to the hearing provisions of § 7-319 of this subtitle, and
sxcept as to a funeral astablishment license, the Board may deny a license to
any applicant, reprimand any licensee, place any licensee on probation, or
suspend or revoke any license ff the applicant or licensee:

1) Fraudulently or deceptively oblains or attempts to obtain a license
for the applicant or licensee or for another;

"The Applicant holds a license (o practice medicine in tha Districr of Columbia,



(4)  |s convicted of or pleads guilty or nolo contendere 10 2 felony
ar 1o a crime involving moral turpitude, whether or not any appeal or other
proceading is pending to havs the convietion or plza set asidel[.]

On July 17, 2010, the Applicant received the Board's Nolic2 of Initial Denial of his
Application for Cartification (the “Netice.”). Ths Board notified the Applicant in that
Natica that a Final Order would be =xascuted thirty (30) days from the Applicant's receipt

of the Notice unlsss the Applicant requsstad a hearing. The Applicant timely filed 2

written request for a hearing and a case resolution conference.

On August 24, 2010, a Cass Resolution Conference was convansd in this
matter, Based on negotiations occurring as a rasult of this Cass Rasolution
Conferance, Applicant agreed to entar into this Conssnt Qrder, consisting of Procedural
Background, Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Ordar.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Board makes tha following findings of fact:
B Backaround

A On or about January 27, 2009, the Applicant submiited an Apprentice
License as a pre-requisite to applying for a Morticians License in accordance with Health
Qce. § 7-303 (Qualifications of applicants for mortician or funeral director license), On
the Apprenticeship Application, the Applicant answerad "NO" to question 5, which
states:

Have you pled guilty, nolo contendere, or been convicied of, or received

probation before judgment of any criminal acl (excluding traffic

violations)?

2 On or aboul February 2. 2009, the Applicant was issued an Appranticeship

License.

N



3. On or about September 29, 2008, the Applicant complsis the
appranticaship requirements, including logging 1,000 apprenticeship hours and
participating In 20 funarals and 20 embalmings.
1L Basis of Initizl Denial

4, On or about Septsmber 30, 2008, the Applicant submitied to the Board an
Application for Mortician Licensa (the “Application”).

5. On the Application, the Applicant answared "NO" {o the question:

Haves you pled guilty, nolo contenders or besn convicted of. or recaived

probation hefere judgment of any ecriminal act (sxcluding traific

violationg)? If yes, pleass explain.

6. On or about October 13, 2009, the Board conducted a Maryland Judiciary
Case Search of the Applicant's name and date of bith as part of the application
procsssing procadurss, The search noted a match for a closaed case in the Districl
Court for Anne Arundel County — Criminal System, related to an incident invelving the
Applicant occurring on or about July 13, 2000,

T According o the Maryland Judiciary Case Search Report, on December 8,
2000, the Applicant had appeared in District Court for Anne Arundel County and antered
a plea of guilty. On the sams date, ths Applicant was santenced to unsupstvised
probation before judgment.

8, On or about October 15, 2009. the Board notified the Applicant of the Case

Ssarch maltch and requested a written statement explaining the circumslances

surrounding the case.



g. On or 2bout Octobar 28, 2009, the Applicant submitted 2 response and
acknowledged that the case maich pertainad 0 him. The Applicant addrassad his
answar of “NO" 1o the Application's quastion:

Havs you plad guilty, nolo contendsrs, or been convicted of, or received

probation befors judgment of any criminal act (sxeluding iraffic

violations)?
The Applicant wrotz that he “had no intention to deceiva or misled [sic), it was checked
out of habit.” and that he had “sought legal counsel at the time and was informed that
the case would be axpunged.”

10.  On or zbout Dzcember 8, 2009, the Applicant submitted to the District
Court of Maryland for Anne Arundel County a request for an Order fer Expungsment of
Police and Court Records, seeking an order expunging the afersmentioned case from
his record.

11.  On or about Dscember 8, 2009, the District Court of Maryland for Anne
Arundel County Administrative Clerk signed the order enlifling the Applicant lo
expungement of the court and police records pertaining te his July 13, 2000 arrest and
conviction,

12, On or about February 23, 2010, the Criminal Justice Information System
Central Repository Dirsctor signed ihe Certificate of Compliance, indicating compliance

with the Order of Expungement of Records pertaining to the Applicant’s case,

0.  Summary of Basis for Initial Denial
18. The Board may deny a certificate to any applicant who engages in any of
the prohibited acts under the Act. or to any applicant who s not of good moral

character.



14, The Applicant's July 13, 2000 plea of guilty for which he was sentenced o
unsupsivisad probation befors judgment, constitutes a crims of moral turpitude, in
violation of Health Occ, § 7-316 (2) (4).

15,  The Applicant's failurs to discloss on his Apprantice Application or his
Mortician Application that he had pled guilty to and been sentenced to probation befors
judgment for a crime constitutes evidence of a fraudulent or daceptive attempt to obtain
a license to praciice mortuary scienca in violation of Heaith Oce. § 7-316 (a) (1).

16.  The Applicant's conviction, and his failure to disclose the conviction on the
Apprenticeship Application znd on the Morticians Application, constitute, in whole or in
part, z fzilure to meet the prerequisite of good moral character 1o practice in the State of
Maryland, in violation of Health Occ. § 7-303 (b) (1).

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based on the foragoing Findings of Fact, the Board concludss as a matter of law
that the Board has the authority under Health Oce. § 7-303(b)(1) and §7-316(z)(1) and §
7-316(a)(4) to deny the Applicant’s Application for 2 license te practics mortuary science
in Maryland. The Board, however, has decided to exercise its discration to grant the
license, but under the terms and conditions ordered below.

OBRDER

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. it is this ©
day of October 2010, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the full authorized
membership of the Board:

ORDERED that the Applicant shall be granted a licenss to practice mortuary

science, effective the date of this Consent Order. and it is further



OBRDERED that sffective the date of this Consent Order, the Applicant shall be
placed on PROBATION under the following tsrms and conditions for a minimum of one
(1) y=an

1. The Applicant shall pay to the Board, for deposit in the General Fund. a
monetary penalty of $1,200.00 payable in four (4) guartsrly instalimants,
with the first quarterly payment of $300.00 dus on Dacember 31, 2010, the
second quarterly payment dus on March 31, 2011, the third quaiterly
payment due on June 30, 2011, and the fourth a2nd final quarterly payment
due on Dzcembar 31, 2011;

)

Within twe (2) months of the date of this Consent Order, the Applicant
shall anroll in 2 Board-approvad individual tutorial in professional ethics:

3. Within six (8) months of enroliment, the Applicant shall complete the
individual tutorial in professional ethics;

4, The zbove tutorial shall be in addition to any continuing sducation
raquiremants mandated for continuing licensure. The hours of continuing
sducalion shall not count loward fulfilling other continuing education
requirements that Respondent must fulfill in order {o renew his license 1o
practice; and

5. The Applicant shall comply with the Maryland Morticians and Funeral
Directors Act and all laws, statutes and regulations pertaining to the
practice of mortuary science, and it is further

ORDERED that any violation of the terms and conditions of this Consent Order

shall be deemed unprofessional conduct in the practice of mortuary science; and it is
further

ORDERED that if the Applicant violates any of the terms and conditions of this

Consenl Order. the Board, in its discretion, after notice and an opporiunity for an
evidentiary hearing before a quorum of the Board if there is a genuine dispute as 10 the

underlying material facts, or after an opportunity for a show cause hearing before the

Board, may impose any sanction which the Board may have imposed in this case under



8§ 7-316 & 7-317 of the Maryland Morticians and Funerzl Diractors Act, including a
reprimand, probation, suspsnsion, revocation and & monatary panalty; and it is further

ORDERED that no zarlier than ona (1) year from the date of this Consent Ordsr,
and provided that Applicant has complied with the Consent Order terms during
Applicant's period of one (1) year and there arz no new complaints, Applicant may
petition the Board to terminate the probationary conditions of this Consent Order: and it
is further

ORDERED that Applicant is responsible for all costs incurred in fulfilling the
terms and conditions of this Consent Order; and it is further

ORDERED that this Consent Order is a public document pursuant to Md. State
Gov't Code Ann. § 10-6811 =t seq.
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Date P. Hari Close, II, ﬁras&dent
State Board of Morticians

CONSENT
| Vincent E. Hill, M.D., acknowledge that | have elected not to be represented by
counsel, before signing this document.
| am aware that | am entitled to a formal evidentiary hearing before a quorum of
lhe Board of Morticians and Funeral Directors. | acknowledge the validity and
anforceability of this Consent Order as if enterad into after the conclusion of & formal
avidentiary hearing in which | would have the right to counsel, to confront witnesses, to

give testimony, to call withesses on my own behalf, and to all other procedural and



substantive protections to which | am entitled by law. | am waiving those procedural
and substantive protections.
| voluntarily snter into and agree to abide by the forsgoing Findings of Fact,

Conclusions of Law, and Order and agres to abide by the terms and conditions sst forth
herein as a resolution of the Charges against me. | waive any right to contest the
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and | waive my right to a full gvidentiary
hearing as st forth above, and any right to appsal this Consent Order or any adverse
ruling of the Board that might have followed any such hsaring.

| acknowledgs that by failing to abide by the conditions set forth in this Consent
Order, | may bs subject to disciplinary actions, which may include revocation of my
license to practice mortuary sciance.

| sign this Consent Order voluntarily, without reservation, and | fully understand
and comprehend ihe language, meaning and terms of this Consent Order, censisting of
sight (8) pages.

T ) .Y B Sl | { bk d S f 'Tl‘ oy ! |
Date Vincent E. Hill, M.D.
Applicant

'

STATE OF MARYLAND
CITY/COUNTY OF

| HEREBY GERTIFY that on this . day of - . 2010, before

me, a Notary Public of the State and County aforesaid, personally appeared Vincent E.
Hill, M.D.. and gave oath in due form of law that the foregoing Consent Order was his
voluntary act and deed.

AS WITNESS, my hand and Notary Seal.



I S
L [

|Li.

Notary Puislic =~

My commission expires:



