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To:
Behavioral Health Treatment Providers and Other Stakeholders
From:
Kathleen Rebbert-Franklin, Chair       
DHMH Behavioral Health Integrated Regulations Workgroup                                                                             
Date:
November 16, 2011
Re:

Conference Call with Accreditation Organizations


This memo serves as a follow up to the memo sent out on November 2, 2011.
As has been communicated, the Behavioral Health Integrated Regulations Workgroup is proposing the use of certification through a national accrediting body in lieu of existing regulations.  In an attempt to increase provider’s knowledge about what accreditation is, how it’s achieved, and the benefits of accreditation, we have set up conference calls with two accrediting bodies, the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities and The Joint Commission.  We’re still working on setting up a call with the Council on Accreditation.
Each of these accrediting bodies has a different preparation, technical assistance and review process, a different set of standards, and varying fee structures.  These calls will give you an opportunity to learn about the advantages of being accredited and compare and contrast the options.  If a decision is made to move forward with accreditation, having an understanding of the different accrediting bodies will be to your advantage.
We have given you basic information about costs, and the accrediting bodies will be able to give you more information about their fees and how to access information specific to your agency.  However, they cannot answer questions about whether, when, or how Maryland may implement accreditation, and the Workgroup is not yet at a point where we have these answers.
We will be holding meetings with providers after the accrediting bodies have spoken with the field.  At these meetings, we’d like to gather input into these questions.  As always, the Workgroup will keep providers informed about what we learn and what plans are being considered, and we will continue to solicit and consider your input prior to making any recommendations.
It is also important to know that the accrediting bodies and the Workgroup will be conducting a crosswalk between existing MHA and ADAA regulations to determine what, if any, Departmental regulations will still be needed, should accreditation be effected in Maryland.  The Workgroup is also carefully reviewing existing regulations and statutes to determine how those providers who are currently approved or certified can or should fit into an accreditation process.
The Workgroup is eager for these conference calls to be an informative experience for all providers.  To be most effective, we suggest that you send us your questions for the accrediting bodies’ calls to:  regulations_integration@dhmh.state.md.us, and we will be certain that those questions are considered.
The first conference call with Commission on the Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) will be on Friday, November 18, 2011 at 1:00.  
Access information:  Dial 888-387-8686; dial 7770123 and press #.  
The Joint Commission (TJC) is hosting a webinar on 11/28/11 at 10am.  
Access information:  Participant (Audio Portion):  Dial  1-866-710-0179, Passcode: 47507 Participant Webinar link (Visual Portion):

	Participant Join Link: 
	https://www.yourcall.com/webecho/GuestLogin.aspx?ConfRef=92495440&Pin=4983 


Note that audio will not be through the computer, you must call in.
Thank you, again, for your interest and assistance.
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