Recommendations from the Maryland Society of Addiction Medicine-convened group on the definition of Substance Use Disorders and Title 8 of HB 1510
The Maryland Society of Addiction Medicine (MDSAM) held a conference call on August 5, 2014 to discuss and develop a recommendation for DHMH as it works to define Substance Use Disorders for Title 8 of HB 1510. The group included physicians and others knowledgeable and working in the specialties of addiction medicine/addiction psychiatry, including gambling disorders. 
The table below outlines the specific section within Title 8 the group reviewed, recommendations for revisions, and rationale for the proposed changes. 
The group unanimously favored using the most current terminology found in the DSM 5 as the basis for any new language. The recommendations below are therefore made in this context. 
	Title 8 Section
	HB 1510 Page No.
	Recommendation
	Rationale

	Section Title: Title 8. [Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration] Substance Use Disorders Law
	13
	Revise to read:
Title 8. Substance Related and Addictive Disorders Law


	Title 7.5 Behavioral Health Administration defines Behavioral Health as including Substance Use Disorders and Addictive Disorders but there is no further mention of Addictive Disorders anywhere else. The group noted the importance of including non-substance related disorders, such as Gambling Disorder, to the statute. Consensus was that rather than add a separate title for Addictive Disorders that this category be clearly added to Title 8. All the clauses in Title 8 apply to both substance and non-substance related disorders. 

	Throughout Title 8
	13 through Section 8-702 on page 18
	In all instances where “substance use disorders” are mentioned, revise to read “substance related and addictive disorders”
	The use of the term “substance related” reflects the most current terminology in practice. The addition of “and addictive disorders” follows the revision adding Addictive Disorders specifically to Title 8. 

	Section 8-101 (b)
	13
	Add: “(N) “Addictive Disorders” means non-substance related disorders, specifically Gambling Disorder”
	The specific addition of addictive disorders to Title 8 requires a definition of addictive disorders. The proposed definition reflects the only currently recognized diagnosis within the category of non-substance related addictive disorders.  

	Section 8-101 (b) (M) “Substance Use Disorder” means alcohol abuse, alcohol dependence, alcohol misuse, drug abuse, drug dependence, drug misuse, or any combination of these. 
	13
	Revise to read: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“’Substance Related Disorder’ means substance use disorders and substance induced disorders, identified either as separate categories or by individual, specific substance names, or referenced as abuse, dependence, or misuse, including the non-medical use of prescription medications.”
	The proposed revision preserves existing statutory terminology of “abuse”, “dependence”, and “misuse” while also incorporating DSM 5 language without specifically referencing a proprietary source. In addition, it incorporates substance-induced disorders in addition to substance use disorders. This recognizes the importance of addressing substance-induced disorders in state law, consistent with the current focus on the opioid overdose epidemic. Importantly, it reflects accepted, current understanding of the underlying and associated neuroscience of these categories of conditions. 



