Maryland Mental Health Coalition

TI1 West 40" Street & Suite 460 @ Baltimore, Maryland 21211 & (410) 235-1178 & FAX (410) 235-1180  info@ mhamd.org
October 26, 2012

Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D.

Secretary

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
201 W. Preston Street, 5" Floor

Baltimore, MD 21201

Dear Secretary Sharfstein:

On behalf of the 100 organizational co-signers to the September 20 Maryland Mental Health Coalition

letter regarding behavioral health integration (BHI), we write to thank you for the collaborative and

transparent process employed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) over the past

six months to improve the delivery of public behavioral health services. We fully support the

recommendation to transform service delivery through the implementation of a behavioral health

carve-out that:

e achieves the longstanding goal of integrating mental health and addiction treatment,

e advances service outcome and efficiency goals through an ASO model that will incorporate
performance risk at both the ASO and provider levels, and

e ensures meaningful improvement in behavioral health and somatic care coordination through
behavioral health home implementation.

We are pleased with the process provided, delighted with the final report, and confident that the

ultimate recommendation is the right choice for Maryland at this point in time.

We are fully committed to working collaboratively with you to chart new territory as the next steps in
this process unfold to develop the performance risk mechanisms and identify the outcome
measurement tools that are essential to achieving our systems transformation goals. Consumers,
family members, advocates and providers alike welcome these changes and understand that we have
before us a unique opportunity to make a profound change in behavioral health care delivery, in terms
of both fiscal efficiency and value for the population served. These are changes we embrace. We look
forward to working with you as Maryland continues to set a national standard for innovative
approaches to health care reform.

Thank you again for fostering an atmosphere where stakeholder input is solicited and considered,
concerns are addressed and process is fair. We are anxious to continue these collaborative efforts in a
way that best serves the needs of the public.

Sincerely,

Linda Raines
Chair, Maryland Mental Health Coalition



